
Exploring Genuine Christian Invitation



About Invited 
Invited is a written resource intended to be used by groups and communities to help 
foster conversation about and exploration into the breadth and length and depth of 
invitation. 

Invited came out of a working group called Spirit of Invitation within the Diocese of 
Toronto that was tasked with exploring new ways of encouraging Anglicans to be more 
invitational. You might say that we’re a group of people who stumbled upon an exciting 
idea. The Spirit of Invitation team is a diverse group of about 10 people from all kinds 
of different backgrounds, ordained and lay, working together to explore the concept of 
invitation. The group is co-chaired by Jeff Potter and the Rev. Canon Mark Kinghan. 

Some friends of ours – the Rev. Canon Susan Bell, Canon Missioner of the Diocese of 
Toronto, and the Rev. Dr. Judy Paulsen, Professor of Evangelism at Wycliffe College –  
co-authored the written resource. 

Invited is also a series of short films. Scripts for each of the videos were written by 
Jeff Potter and Nate Wall. And Nicholas Bradford-Ewart, award-winning filmmaker 
extraordinaire of Farmer Vision Media, adapted our scripts and helped us to put the 
videos together. 

All of the Invited resources, including the short films, can be viewed and downloaded at 
www.spiritofinvitation.com. For more information, feel free to send us an email at 
info@spiritofinvitation.com

Spirit of Invitation gratefully acknowledges the financial support of  
the Diocese of Toronto through the Our Faith Our Hope program.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from THE MESSAGE. 
Copyright © by Eugene H. Peterson 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002.  
Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

Spirit of Invitation, Invited, the Spirit of Invitation Logo, and the Diocesan Logo  
copyrighted by The Incorporated Synod of the Diocese of Toronto, 2015. All rights reserved.



Exploring Genuine Christian Invitation

Co-authors:

  
Susan Bell Judy Paulsen 
Canon Missioner Professor of Evangelism 
Diocese of Toronto Wycliffe College



SeSSion 6 61

The session begins with a time of greeting – perhaps with refreshments.  
When the group is ready, the leader proceeds with the opening prayers:

Opening Prayers: 

Leader:  In prayer, in quiet, let’s bring the concerns of our day 
before God for a few minutes before we start.

(Short silence)

Leader: Ask yourself: what was/is the most challenging thing I 
faced today? What’s still on my mind? Where did I see 
the Lord working in those moments?

  Think about that for a minute, and ask God to hold those 
concerns for you – relieve you of their weight for a short 
time.

(Medium silence)

  
approx.  
10 min  

or as long as 
needed.

Session 6
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Leader:  Now ask yourself: what was the easiest and happiest 
thing about today? Where did I see the Lord working in 
those moments? 

 Think about that for a minute or two and again, let’s give 
thanks to God for those things.

(short silence)

Leader:  And now, let’s offer both our challenges and our joys to 
God to hold for a few hours while we seek his will for our 
time in this group. 

 

(short silence) 

All: God of Grace and Love, thank you for opening our eyes to 
the places where you’re at work. Thank you for showing 
up in unexpected quarters, working through unexpected 
people and accomplishing unexpected things. Father, we 
pray tonight/today for a spirit of honesty: honesty about 
the insecurities or resistance and perhaps fears that 
keep us from sharing your love with others. 

 We pray that you would breathe your Spirit of peace on 
us as we bring our concerns to each other. We pray that 
you would give us confidence in sharing the gift of your 
love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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 Focus Question: 

What are the Risks and 
Rewards of Invitation?
Leader reads: 

Tonight’s/today’s focus is specifically dealing with the question: 
What might be the risks and rewards of invitation?

In our previous sessions we have explored why we invite, whose 
invitation it is, and who might be invited. We also thought about what 
that inviting might look like, and what might get in the way of issuing 
that invitation. Now we arrive at an assessment of the risks and the 
rewards involved.

Let’s move to our scripture study to explore two stories that illustrate 
how God’s Spirit works through us to reach others:

 Scripture Study: 
 
Have one or two members of the group read Acts 10:1-36.

  
approx.  
45 min.

Peter’s Vision 
There was a man named Cornelius who lived in 
Caesarea, captain of the Italian Guard stationed 
there. He was a thoroughly good man. He had led 
everyone in his house to live worshipfully before 
God, was always helping people in need, and had 
the habit of prayer. One day about three o’clock in 
the afternoon he had a vision. An angel of God, as 
real as his next-door neighbor, came in and said, 
“Cornelius.”

Cornelius stared hard, wondering if he was 
seeing things. Then he said, “What do you want, 
sir?”

The angel said, “Your prayers and neighborly 
acts have brought you to God’s attention. Here’s 
what you are to do. Send men to Joppa to get 
Simon, the one everyone calls Peter. He is staying 
with Simon the Tanner, whose house is down by 
the sea.”

As soon as the angel was gone, Cornelius 
called two servants and one particularly devout 
soldier from the guard. He went over with them 
in great detail everything that had just happened, 
and then sent them off to Joppa.

The next day as the three travelers were 
approaching the town, Peter went out on the 
balcony to pray. It was about noon. Peter got 
hungry and started thinking about lunch. While 
lunch was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 
He saw the skies open up. Something that looked 
like a huge blanket lowered by ropes at its four 
corners settled on the ground. Every kind of 
animal and reptile and bird you could think of 
was on it. Then a voice came: “Go to it, Peter—kill 
and eat.”

Peter said, “Oh, no, Lord. I’ve never so much as 
tasted food that was not kosher.”
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The voice came a second time: “If God says it’s 
okay, it’s okay.”

This happened three times, and then the 
blanket was pulled back up into the skies.

As Peter, puzzled, sat there trying to figure 
out what it all meant, the men sent by Cornelius 
showed up at Simon’s front door. They called in, 
asking if there was a Simon, also called Peter, 
staying there. Peter, lost in thought, didn’t hear 
them, so the Spirit whispered to him, “Three 
men are knocking at the door looking for you. 
Get down there and go with them. Don’t ask any 
questions. I sent them to get you.”

Peter went down and said to the men, “I think I’m 
the man you’re looking for. What’s up?”

They said, “Captain Cornelius, a God-fearing 
man well-known for his fair play—ask any Jew in 
this part of the country—was commanded by a 
holy angel to get you and bring you to his house 
so he could hear what you had to say.” Peter 
invited them in and made them feel at home.

 
The next morning he got up and went with them. 
Some of his friends from Joppa went along. A 
day later they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was 
expecting them and had his relatives and close 
friends waiting with him. The minute Peter 
came through the door, Cornelius was up on his 
feet greeting him—and then down on his face 
worshiping him! Peter pulled him up and said, 
“None of that—I’m a man and only a man, no 
different from you.”

Talking things over, they went on into the 
house, where Cornelius introduced Peter to 
everyone who had come. Peter addressed them, 
“You know, I’m sure that this is highly irregular. 
Jews just don’t do this—visit and relax with 
people of another race. But God has just shown 
me that no race is better than any other. So the 
minute I was sent for, I came, no questions asked. 
But now I’d like to know why you sent for me.”

Cornelius said, “Four days ago at about 
this time, mid-afternoon, I was home praying. 

You know,  
I’m sure that this is 
highly irregular. Jews 
just don’t do this—visit 
and relax with people 
of another race.  
But God has just shown 
me that no race is 
better than any other.

Suddenly there was a man right in front of me, 
flooding the room with light. He said, ‘Cornelius, 
your daily prayers and neighborly acts have 
brought you to God’s attention. I want you to send 
to Joppa to get Simon, the one they call Peter. He’s 
staying with Simon the Tanner down by the sea.’

“So I did it—I sent for you. And you’ve been 
good enough to come. And now we’re all here in 
God’s presence, ready to listen to whatever the 
Master put in your heart to tell us.”

Peter fairly exploded with his good news: “It’s 
God’s own truth, nothing could be plainer: God 
plays no favorites! It makes no difference who 
you are or where you’re from—if you want God 
and are ready to do as he says, the door is open. 
The Message he sent to the children of Israel—
that through Jesus Christ everything is being put 
together again—well, he’s doing it everywhere, 
among everyone.

(Acts 10:1-36, The Message)
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Leader then reads: 

This overturning of the kosher laws was momentous for Peter. It’s hard 
for us to wrap our heads around the religious revolution this was, but 
it was huge. It was a significant sacrifice for the Jewish Christians made 
in love for the spreading of the Gospel. In this story, we are witnessing 
Peter’s “Eureka!” moment when he put it all together and realized where 
God is leading him. 

God is way out in front of us – bringing people together, bringing 
nations together, breaking down barriers of custom, tradition, race and 
creed so that we might all understand the fullness of the love and peace 
that he offers. 

But we in turn, have laid upon us the obligation to listen for God’s good 
word, and to respond to it. When both God’s will and our response 
are present, the Spirit leads us into places and relationships we never 
thought possible. 

Questions: 
1. What were the potential risks for Peter and Cornelius of following 

God’s will? 

2. Similarly, what were the joys and rewards?

3. Are there any ways in which you feel God is prompting you to change 
in order to be invitational? 
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Have another member of the group read the second passage, Acts 16:1-15

A Dream Gave Paul His Map 
Paul came first to Derbe, then Lystra. He found a disciple there by the name of 
Timothy, son of a devout Jewish mother and Greek father. Friends in Lystra and 
Iconium all said what a fine young man he was. Paul wanted to recruit him for their 
mission, but first took him aside and circumcised him so he wouldn’t offend the Jews 
who lived in those parts. They all knew that his father was Greek.

As they traveled from town to town, they presented the 
simple guidelines the Jerusalem apostles and leaders had come 
up with. That turned out to be most helpful. Day after day the 
congregations became stronger in faith and larger in size.

They went to Phrygia, and then on through the region of 
Galatia. Their plan was to turn west into Asia province, but the 
Holy Spirit blocked that route. So they went to Mysia and tried to 
go north to Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus wouldn’t let them go 
there either. Proceeding on through Mysia, they went down to the 
seaport Troas.

That night Paul had a dream: A Macedonian stood on the far 
shore and called across the sea, “Come over to Macedonia and 
help us!” The dream gave Paul his map. We went to work at once 
getting things ready to cross over to Macedonia. All the pieces had 
come together. We knew now for sure that God had called us to 
preach the good news to the Europeans.

 
Putting out from the harbor at Troas, we made a straight run for Samothrace. The 
next day we tied up at New City and walked from there to Philippi, the main city in 
that part of Macedonia and, even more importantly, a Roman colony. We lingered 
there several days.

On the Sabbath, we left the city and went down along the river where we had 
heard there was to be a prayer meeting. We took our place with the women who had 
gathered there and talked with them. One woman, Lydia, was from Thyatira and a 
dealer in expensive textiles, known to be a God-fearing woman. As she listened with 
intensity to what was being said, the Master gave her a trusting heart — and she 
believed!

After she was baptized, along with everyone in her household, she said in a surge 
of hospitality, “If you’re confident that I’m in this with you and believe in the Master 
truly, come home with me and be my guests.” We hesitated, but she wouldn’t take no 
for an answer.

(Acts 16:1-15, The Message)

That night Paul 
had a dream: 
A Macedonian 
stood on the far 
shore and called 
across the sea, 
“Come over to 
Macedonia and 
help us!”
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Questions
1. Looking back through the passage,  

identify where Paul and Silas’ plans changed. 

2. How/why did they change?

3. What happens in Lydia’s life as a result of this hearing of the Gospel? 

 Reflection

Going Deeper 
Leader: Take a few minutes to think through the following quietly:

 What are the most important points in this story?

 

 

 Are there any principles of invitation that we can take away from 
it?

 The Leader then invites one or two people to share something from their reflection.

 please note 
that additional 
reference notes 
may be found in the 
appendices (page 
75)
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  Rooting the Invitation 

Invitation in Our Lives
Have different group members read the contemporary narratives aloud

  
approx.  
45 min.

PA
U

L
M

A
G

Paul’s parents had drifted in and 
out of church from time to time in 
his upbringing. Most often though 
especially when in his teens, they’d 
opted for the “church of the holy 
comforter” on Sunday mornings. He 
hadn’t had a bad experience, just a 
lukewarm one and he wasn’t en-
tirely sure what he believed now. But 
now, living in the city on his own, he 
missed the memory of the warmth of 
the community of church and really 
wished that someone would reach out 
to him – just invite him sometime. He 
was lonely.

Chris had always been what you 
might call an atheist-leaning-agnostic 
with no particular need for God. That 
is, until his partner died. Dealing with 
that kind of loss suddenly changed 
things. Coping with the loneliness, the 
seeming randomness of his partner’s 
death was hard. Chris began to won-
der again about Jesus and whether 
he might find some peace around his 
grief in the Jesus community,…

Lately Mag was finding life hard. Be-
tween health concerns and resulting 
unemployment, much of the joy had 
gone out of her life. What she craved 
was a place to go and get out of 
herself; to do something for someone 
else. She needed to belong. But she 
wasn’t sure that she believed in God – 
not just yet…

Sarah had grown up in a faith 
culture other than Christianity. She’d 
stumbled across Jesus at university 
through a campus mission and had 
committed her life to Christ at that 
time. But even though her belief was 
the joy and foundation of her life, it 
was also difficult to share it in her 
context. She just needed some help 
expressing things in ways that made 
sense to non-Christians…

Questions: 
1. Do any of these experiences resonate with you?

2. Why or why not?

CH
R
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SA

R
A
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RISKS: 

 y Fear of relationships being strained or 
even broken

 y Fear of revealing ourselves  
as Christians

 y Fear of vulnerability in a secular world 
in which we might be seen as “religious” 
or intellectually suspect/feeble minded/
prejudiced/superstitious

 y Discomfort with setting ourselves apart

 y Fearing a change in others, or in 
ourselves as a result of this revelation

 y Discomfort with stepping outside our 
own comfort zones

 y Breaking a social taboo that church/
religion is not talked about 

Further thoughts: 
Leader reads: 

The reality is, invitation from a believer to a non-believer is by faith 
ultimately. We all acknowledge that we will never have enough 
faith to have full and utter confidence in either God or our gathered 
communities. We will always need the Lord to work through us. We will 
always have to rely on our faith in God. Our mustard seeds of faith will 
have to be enough and we pray that God will supply all the rest.

Here’s a list of some identified risks and rewards of sharing our faith:

REWARDS: 

 y Sharing the gift of faith and Christian 
community; things that have enriched us

 y Renewal of, or creation of new 
relationships on deeper levels

 y A strengthening of our own faith and 
confidence in our identity as Christians

 y A sense of helping to build the people of 
God; people who honour Him with their 
lives

 y A sense of fulfilling the baptismal 
promise “to proclaim by word and 
example the good news of God in Christ.” 

 y A sense of bravery and risk-taking

 y And perhaps best of all …. the joy of 
seeing someone’s faith grow! 
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When considering these things, it’s important that this be an honest 
assessment of the risks attached to making this invitation into a 
relationship with Christ. 

So take a few minutes to quietly consider the following:

 Do those lists of risks and rewards resonate with you?

 What’s missing from the list?

 What might you take away from this list? 

 
Leader: 

You’ve probably noticed by now that every risk in this list mirrors a 
reward and vice versa. The net result is usually that the risk equals the 
reward and to be honest, the reward really outweighs the risk in the end.

There’s no doubt however, that sharing our faith is a 
risk. But it’s a specific kind of risk: a social risk. Over 
and again as we read in the accounts of the missionary 
activity of the apostles, we see how they, for Christ’s 
sake, risked rejection, indifference, lukewarm attitudes, 
danger, imprisonment and death for the sake of their 
faith in Jesus Christ. By the grace of God, we do not face 
imprisonment and death for sharing our faith as other 
Christians increasingly do in our world. But we can face 
the other reactions.

However, we also read stories of radical forgiveness and 
invitations given and received and generosity, and love, 
and self-offering. 

From the stories of Jesus’ healings signaling the coming of the kingdom, 
to the sending of the 72 out to bring the kingdom to the people, to one on 
one encounters of loving relationship such as the encounter of Philip 

Sharing our 
faith is a risk. 

But it’s a 
specific kind  
of risk:  
a social risk.
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and Ethiopian Eunuch to Paul and Silas’ 
feats of ‘derring-do’ in the Book of Acts, 
we are aware of the manifold ways that an 
invitation to be one with God takes. 

And as Christians, we believe that the 
same God that has come to us in Christ 
Jesus, to show us what God’s love looks 
and feels like, is also the same God that 
bids us share that love with others. 

God first does the inviting – invites us 
into a loving relationship and then we 
literally pass it on. But even in the passing 
on, God works through us as a community 
of believers. It’s not something we do on, 
or of our own. We give because it has 
been given to us. We offer because it has 
been offered to us. Christianity is the only 
world religion that has this imperative at 
its heart. Go and offer the love of God to 
everyone you meet: make disciples of all 
nations. 

But Jesus also doesn’t soft-pedal the risks 
of doing so. 

What are we to do with this? We who 
are so socially risk averse? We who have 
been conditioned not to share faith lest it 

But Jesus also doesn’t  
soft-pedal the risks of 
doing so. 

What are we to do with 
this? We who are so 
socially risk averse?

offends, or oppresses? We who are bravely 
soft-hearted in this often hard world?

How are we to make an account of 
the faith that is in us without causing 
offence?

The truth is, it may involve some of the 
risks we’ve discussed. 

But here’s the thing: it’s still not up to us. 
We are joining in the work of the Spirit of 
God. It carries along all that we bring to 
bring to fruition all of God’s work. And we 
do so as a community.

 Video Content 

Watch “Invited - Episode 6: Go”
Episode 6: Go, and all of the Invited video content, can be found at 
www.spiritofinvitation.com 

 don’t forget 
to check out the 
liner notes that go 
with this episode.  
you’ll find them 
online. 
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Concluding Reflection and Prayer
Leader:  And so we end as we began: by acknowledging that the 

Spirit of God is our guide, our stay and our power. Even 
when we – as ordinary people – just so many fishers of 
people, labourers in the vineyard – offer the love of God – it 
is God who works through us. 

 
 It helps so much to understand this. St. Paul said in 

Romans 1:16, “ It’s news I’m most proud to proclaim, this 
extraordinary Message of God’s powerful plan to rescue 
everyone who trusts him, starting with Jews and then right 
on to everyone else!”

 
 Let’s take a few moments to offer up these thoughts, the 

movements of our hearts in quiet.

(short silence)

Leader:  As we think about what we talked about, what has most 
engaged you about our discussions tonight/today? Where 
did you see God active? What is one thing that you can take 
away and pray about, or act on? 

(short silence) 

Leader:  Let’s take a moment and give thanks to the Lord for that 
insight.

(short silence)

Leader:  Now, what has most disturbed you about our discussions 
tonight/today? Where did you see God active in the 
disturbance? What is the thing you can take away and pray 
about, or act on?

(short silence)

Leader:  Even if it’s made you uncomfortable, disturbed you, try and 
thank God for that disturbance anyway. Sometimes the 
discomfort is there to teach us something – to give us a gift. 
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(short silence)

Leader:  Father, we thank you that you are always inviting people 
and calling them into relationship with yourself. Help 
us to be ready to pass along your invitation in whatever 
opportunities you give us: to invite them into a gathered 
community of all your children trying hard to work out 
what your will is both for us and for the people we love 
and serve. Guide us, give us courage and confidence. May 
we feel your love for us Lord – for your grace and truth 
are our life. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

 
 And now we say the Grace together: 
 
All: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all 
forevermore. Amen.

✢
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Appendices
 A summary of the Introduction:

Core assumptions of this study program, Invited:

 y Meant to inspire and equip Christians to share their faith

 y We offer a love that we ourselves have been given and have experienced

 y Is focused on the community of faith

 y Is grounded in authentic relationship

 y Invitation is an attitude of the heart and mind

 y Invitation is grounded in the Christian story

 y Is a resource based on an adult learning model that includes discussion

The six sessions:

1. Why invite?
2. Whose invitation is it anyway?
3. So who is invited?
4. What gets in the way of us inviting?
5. What does inviting look like today?
6. What are the risks & rewards of inviting?

What are we inviting people to?

 To learn and join the way of Jesus Christ

 A generous, loving people, committed to the good news of Jesus 
Christ that transforms lives
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 Session 6 

Leader’s reference notes  
- if the following points aren’t raised in the group discussion please feel free to share these

From the Scripture Study Questions starting on page 67:

2. How/why did they change?
The opportunity for Paul to present the Gospel to Lydia would not have 
happened had he not had the other roadblocks. If there was ever a 
passage which taught us that God is the one who invites us to himself, this 
is it. 

3. What happens in Lydia’s life as a result of this hearing of the Gospel?
She listened, she was given a trusting heart, she and her whole household 
given baptism – she offers hospitality and eventually hosts a house 
church. She picks up her own apostolic calling – joining in God’s action 
in the world. There’s no evidence that Lydia had any theological 
training – no special education. Not a religious professional in any way. 
She was open and intentional to hearing the Gospel – but she was a 
businesswoman.



Invited is a written resource intended to be used by groups 
and communities to help foster conversation about and 
exploration into the breadth and length and depth of 
invitation. We begin with the conviction that invitation is at 
the very heart of the Gospel – that Jesus invites each one of 
us to come and follow him, and being an invitational people 
is at the very core of our identity as Christians. 

Within these pages, you’ll find six sessions addressing topics 
like ‘why invite?’ and ‘whose invitation is it?’ through guided 
discussion, prayer, and scripture study. 

The material is flexible, engaging, and written in language 
you’ll actually understand.  

Invited is also a series of short films that seek to explore what 
it means to engage in genuine, Christian invitation. You can 
find all six episodes at www.spiritofinvitation.com - they’re 
free to view and download, and don’t miss the liner notes 
that go with each episode.

We hope you’ll join the conversation.

– Exploring Genuine 
Christian Invitation
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