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About Invited 
Invited is a written resource intended to be used by groups and communities to help 
foster conversation about and exploration into the breadth and length and depth of 
invitation. 

Invited came out of a working group called Spirit of Invitation within the Diocese of 
Toronto that was tasked with exploring new ways of encouraging Anglicans to be more 
invitational. You might say that we’re a group of people who stumbled upon an exciting 
idea. The Spirit of Invitation team is a diverse group of about 10 people from all kinds 
of different backgrounds, ordained and lay, working together to explore the concept of 
invitation. The group is co-chaired by Jeff Potter and the Rev. Canon Mark Kinghan. 

Some friends of ours – the Rev. Canon Susan Bell, Canon Missioner of the Diocese of 
Toronto, and the Rev. Dr. Judy Paulsen, Professor of Evangelism at Wycliffe College –  
co-authored the written resource. 

Invited is also a series of short films. Scripts for each of the videos were written by 
Jeff Potter and Nate Wall. And Nicholas Bradford-Ewart, award-winning filmmaker 
extraordinaire of Farmer Vision Media, adapted our scripts and helped us to put the 
videos together. 

All of the Invited resources, including the short films, can be viewed and downloaded at 
www.spiritofinvitation.com. For more information, feel free to send us an email at 
info@spiritofinvitation.com

Spirit of Invitation gratefully acknowledges the financial support of  
the Diocese of Toronto through the Our Faith Our Hope program.
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Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.
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The session begins with a time of greeting – perhaps with refreshments.  
When the group is ready, the leader proceeds with the opening prayers:

Opening Prayers: 

Leader:  In prayer, in quiet, let’s bring the concerns of our day 
before God for a few minutes before we start.

(Short silence)

Leader: Ask yourself: what was/is the most challenging thing I 
faced today? What’s still on my mind? Where did I see 
the Lord working in those moments?

  Think about that for a minute, and ask God to hold those 
concerns for you – relieve you of their weight for a short 
time.

(Medium silence)

  
approx.  
10 min  

or as long as 
needed.

Session 5
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Leader:  Now ask yourself: what was the easiest and happiest 
thing about today? Where did I see the Lord working in 
those moments? 

 Think about that for a minute or two and again, let’s give 
thanks to God for those things.

(short silence)

Leader:  And now, let’s offer both our challenges and our joys to 
God to hold for a few hours while we seek his will for our 
time in this group. 

 

(short silence) 

All: Lord, when we stop to think about what you mean to us, 
how you have perhaps changed or been the mainstay 
in our lives, the depth of our thanks is profound. It also 
becomes the reason that we might share this faith in 
relationship with others. Bless this time to our use and 
to your glory. Amen. 

 Focus Question: 

What Does Inviting Look Like?
Leader reads the following: 

Sharing God’s invitation for people to come to know Him and know His 
love for them is not done by following some recipe. We aren’t selling 
people something. We don’t need to cajole, threaten, trick of shame 

  
approx.  

30 - 45 min.
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Maxine had always loved music, and at university she’d gone a couple of 
times with a friend to an evening gathering of students at a church next to the 
university. She really liked the music they were singing there! Now older, and 
living in another city, her husband’s aunt invited her to come to a new service 
starting at her church. They sang some of the same songs she’d heard back at the 
campus church.

Cindy had just landed a great job. Her dream job, in fact. So why, six months 
in, did she feel like there had to be something more? A friend sent her a link to 
a blog she’d been following. It got them talking about spiritual issues. Could 
people really be lucid, thinking people and believe this stuff? The blog talked 
about a course for exploring Christianity. It seemed like a good way to get her 
questions answered.

Andy’s son had told him about a weekly discussion group he’d been a part 
of at a local pub. The group met for eight Wednesday evenings, to talk about 
what faith looks like today. He told his dad he thought he’d really enjoy it too, if 
he could find the same sort of thing in his city. They started to look on-line.

someone into something. Rather it involves sharing what we’ve found 
in the context of real relationships. It involves listening and respecting 
a fellow human being. But it also involves being aware of opportunities 
for sharing your story of faith and why it matters to you. And that takes 
a certain amount of vulnerability, and courage. 

In this session we’ll be exploring what sharing God’s invitation can look like 
in our everyday lives.

Have several people in the group take turns reading aloud the following paragraphs:

Nick had been going to an evening course at the church but now he thought 
he’d try out Sunday. But when he got there he just walked up and down the 
sidewalk. What if he got in there and didn’t know what to do? Down the 
sidewalk though came Marjie, who was also in the evening course. She said hi 
and asked if she could sit with him. She said not to worry, she could show him 
the ropes of the service.

 more stories 
on the next page



54  

Dan was worried about his son Henry. He knew he was spending a lot of time 
playing video games after school, but with a long commute Dan wasn’t sure 
how to change that. His neighbour told him about an after-school program 
that a church in the neighbourhood was running. When he went over to check 
it out he recognized another neighbour, whose son went to the same school as 
Henry. She answered all his questions about the program, and told him about 
their youth group too.

Zach was curious about the fact his colleague in IT, Sanjay, went to church. He 
wondered how to bring up the topic without offending him. Then one day during 
a coffee break Sanjay mentioned there was a family movie night happening at 
his church, and wondered if Zach and his family would like to come with them. 
Finally, the perfect opportunity to get the conversation started!

Ellen invited the new person at work, Julie, to have lunch with her. She 
was new in town and didn’t know too many people. Ellen told her about the 
discussion group from her church that meets weekly at her apartment. They 
were having a Bar BQ this weekend, and a couple of the group’s regulars had 
invited friends. Would she like to come along?

Sarah and Meagan were out for a coffee after a yoga class. Meagan told 
Sarah she’d got a call back from her breast screening appointment. She was 
worried. Sarah told her she was sure lots of women get call-backs, but that 
she’d definitely add it to her prayer list. She also offered to go with her to the 
call-back appointment. Meagan told her that would be great to have someone 
there with her.

Chad and Martha’s 8 year old daughter Molly had been asking some 
questions about God. They thought they’d see if taking her to church could help 
answer her questions. They went on-line. After checking out several churches 
they found one that allowed them different options as parents, and seemed 
to genuinely welcome kids. They also had facilities for Zack, who was just 6 
months old; a change table, a space in the church where she could feed him 
comfortably, and a quiet play area so they could keep him with them.
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 Reflection 

Have someone read the following reflection while others read along:

Everyone who comes to faith, came because someone passed along 
God’s invitation. Sometimes it was a parent, uncle or grandmother. 
Sometimes a Sunday School teacher or youth leader. Sometimes it was 
a friend, neighbour, or colleague. Sometimes it was a the preacher who 
passed along the invitation. 

There is no one way to share God’s invitation with people. It depends 
entirely on their situation. The great thing is that there are so many 
ways, both as individual Christians, and as communities of faith, 
to invite people to explore faith. A conversation over coffee, a small 
group meeting in a home, a course introducing Christian teaching and 
practices, a discussion in a pub, a social event in a church hall, an after-
school program or summer 
kids’ camp, a community event 
in the neighbourhood, a family 
supper table. There are literally 
hundreds of settings in which 
God’s invitation to know Him 
can be shared. It can even 
happen in a Sunday morning 
church service. 

 Group Discussion:

Who passed along the invitation to you?  
Was there one person, or many?

 

There are literally hundreds of 
settings in which God’s invitation 

to know Him can be shared. 

It can even happen in a Sunday 
morning church service.
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 Scripture Study: 

An Invitation Passed Along
Today we look at two different situations in which the invitation to 
explore faith is passed along.

Have someone read aloud John 1:35 - 42  

The next day John was back at his post with two disciples, who were watching. He 
looked up, saw Jesus walking nearby, and said, “Here he is, God’s Passover Lamb.”

The two disciples heard him and went after Jesus. Jesus looked over his shoulder 
and said to them, “What are you after?”

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
He replied, “Come along and see for yourself.”
They came, saw where he was living, and ended up staying with him for the day. It 

was late afternoon when this happened.
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John’s witness and 

followed Jesus. The first thing he did after finding where Jesus lived was find his 
own brother, Simon, telling him, “We’ve found the Messiah” (that is, “Christ”). He 
immediately led him to Jesus.

Jesus took one look up and said, “You’re John’s son, Simon? From now on your 
name is Cephas” (or Peter, which means “Rock”).

(John 1:35 - 42, The Message)

1. How did the calling of Andrew and Simon (Peter) happen? Have 
someone in the group re-tell the story in their own words.

2. Was there any sense of coercion, threat or trickery involved? What 
feelings are being expressed?

  
approx.  
45 min.
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Have someone read aloud Acts 8:26-40 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go 
south to the road—the desert road—that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So 
he started out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in 
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which 
means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had 
gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way 
home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book 
of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go 
to that chariot and stay near it.”

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard 
the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone 
explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come 
up and sit with him.

This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch 
was reading:

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
 and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
 so he did not open his mouth.
In his humiliation he was deprived of 

justice.
 Who can speak of his descendants?
 For his life was taken from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is 
the prophet talking about, himself or someone 
else?” Then Philip began with that very passage of 
Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

As they traveled along the road, they came to 
some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 
water. What can stand in the way of my being 
baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. 
Then both Philip and the eunuch went down 
into the water and Philip baptized him. When 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch 
did not see him again, but went on his way 
rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and 
traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the 
towns until he reached Caesarea.

(Acts 8:26-40, The Message)

Then Philip ran up to the 
chariot and heard the 

man reading Isaiah the 
prophet.

Questions
1. Why was Philip at that specific place?

2. Before Philip spoke, what did he do?

 please note 
that additional 
reference notes 
may be found in 
the appendices
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3. When he spoke what question was he addressing?

4. What knowledge did Philip need in order to address the question 
asked?

 Reflection

Going Deeper 
 Imagine a scenario in which someone asked you this question, while 

you were having coffee with them. “So you really believe this stuff? 
Why?” Now take a few minutes to think about how you’d respond. 
(Don’t worry too much about having ‘the right’ answer … just speak 
from the heart.)

 Share briefly with you group the scenario you imagined.

 Who are the children, the teens, the neighbours, the colleagues, the 
friends, the family members, who might just be waiting to have an 
invitation to:

 y A discussion over coffee
 y A discussion group exploring Christianity
 y A summer kids day-camp or youth program
 y An after-school club
 y A Christmas Carol service
 y An evening of carol singing through the neighbourhood
 y A parenting course
 y A ‘blue Christmas’ service for someone who has lost a loved one
 y A breakfast book club

  
approx.  
15 min.
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 Video Content 

Watch “Invited - Episode 5: One”
Episode 5: One, and all of the Invited video content, can be found at 
www.spiritofinvitation.com 

Concluding Reflection and Prayer
Leader:  Tonight/today, we’ve explored the idea that inviting can 

take many forms. Sharing your faith can involve chatting 
over coffee, inviting a friend to a discussion group at a 
local pub, or to a Welcome Sunday at your church. An 
invitation to faith can start with the simple words, “I’ll be 
praying for you about that …” or “Have you ever thought this 
situation you’re facing might be a God-thing?” 

 Inviting people to explore faith should never be a recipe. 
People should never be made to feel like someone’s 
project. It’s always genuine, non-coercive and specific to 
where each person is at.

 Let’s take a few moments to offer up these thoughts, the 
movements of our hearts in quiet.

(short silence)

Leader:  As we think about what we talked about, what has most 
engaged you about our discussions tonight/today? Where 
did you see God active? What is one thing that you can 
take away and pray about, or act on?

(short silence)

 don’t forget 
to check out the 
liner notes that go 
with this episode.  
you’ll find them 
online. 
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Leader:  Let’s take a moment and give thanks to the Lord for that 
insight.

(short silence)

Leader:  Now, what has most disturbed you about our discussions 
tonight/today? Where did you see God active in the 
disturbance? What is the thing you can take away and pray 
about, or act on?

(short silence)

Leader:  Even if it’s made you uncomfortable, disturbed you, try and 
thank God for that disturbance anyway. Sometimes the 
discomfort is there to teach us something – to give us a gift. 

(short silence)

Leader: Lord, stir up in us a deep desire to be used as bearers of 
your invitation. Open our eyes to the opportunities around 
us everyday to share it with people in our lives. May we do 
so as you do; out of the deepest love, and hope for healing, 
wholeness and fullness of life. We ask this in Christ’s name. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

 Let’s say the Grace together:

All: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all 
forevermore. Amen.

 

✢
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Appendices
 A summary of the Introduction:

Core assumptions of this study program, Invited:

 y Meant to inspire and equip Christians to share their faith

 y We offer a love that we ourselves have been given and have experienced

 y Is focused on the community of faith

 y Is grounded in authentic relationship

 y Invitation is an attitude of the heart and mind

 y Invitation is grounded in the Christian story

 y Is a resource based on an adult learning model that includes discussion

The six sessions:

1. Why invite?
2. Whose invitation is it anyway?
3. So who is invited?
4. What gets in the way of us inviting?
5. What does inviting look like today?
6. What are the risks & rewards of inviting?

What are we inviting people to?

 To learn and join the way of Jesus Christ

 A generous, loving people, committed to the good news of Jesus 
Christ that transforms lives
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 Session 5 

Leader’s reference notes  
- if the following points aren’t raised in the group discussion please feel free to share these.

From the Scripture Study Questions starting on page 57:
The God we believe in and follow as Christians is the Triune God, who 
dwells in the deepest form of relationship. Perfect unity between and 
in particular members. God reaches out from this deep communion to 
draw others in to Himself, as the very source of love. He reaches out 
within relationship, as a loving parent, and He loves us with an undying 
love. This same reaching out, out of authentic deep relationship is what 
invitation is all about. We reach out to family, friends, even strangers 
sometimes …. In everyday settings and out of natural conversations.

This is the calling of the church: to first hear the gospel and then to share 
it. We do this by listening and watching for the needs, the questions, the 
points of contact; both as individuals and as communities of faith. 

One of the best definitions for sharing the good news of God remains ‘one 
beggar showing another beggar where to find bread’.



Invited is a written resource intended to be used by groups 
and communities to help foster conversation about and 
exploration into the breadth and length and depth of 
invitation. We begin with the conviction that invitation is at 
the very heart of the Gospel – that Jesus invites each one of 
us to come and follow him, and being an invitational people 
is at the very core of our identity as Christians. 

Within these pages, you’ll find six sessions addressing topics 
like ‘why invite?’ and ‘whose invitation is it?’ through guided 
discussion, prayer, and scripture study. 

The material is flexible, engaging, and written in language 
you’ll actually understand.  

Invited is also a series of short films that seek to explore what 
it means to engage in genuine, Christian invitation. You can 
find all six episodes at www.spiritofinvitation.com - they’re 
free to view and download, and don’t miss the liner notes 
that go with each episode.

We hope you’ll join the conversation.

– Exploring Genuine 
Christian Invitation
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