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IntroductIon 5

An important note to program facilitators: 
• This program assumes a time frame of 2 hours, and so is 

best held as a stand-alone event, rather than following a 
worship service or some other gathering.

• In order to give participants time to read through the 
introduction, please distribute it invite everyone to read it 
through prior to participating in the first session.

• Provide a warm welcome to participants and encourage 
everyone to be involved. No preparation is required, other 
than reading through the introduction. 

• Remind the participants that the accompanying videos 
can be viewed at www.spiritofinvitation.com. If the videos 
are used as part of the study program, they would be best 
viewed just prior to the closing prayer.

A Note about this Written Resource:
In these six sessions, you'll find a variety of material including topics for discussion, scripture study, prayer and 

reflection. We've provided a structure that we think makes sense, and identified rough estimates of how much time 
you might want to allocate to each section. But, and we can't stress this enough, invitation is always contextual. Please 

feel free to really engage with the material, mix up the order, and spend more or less time in any given section.

A Note about using the Video Series:
The Invited video series is intended to be used alongside the written resource, but it very deliberately doesn't 

always cover the same thematic ground. We've suggested a spot in each session where you might watch it, but we 
haven't carved out a specified period of time for discussion, or identified specific discussion questions. Our hope 

is that you will allow the videos to raise new questions and perhaps take the conversation in new directions. 

Please feel free to watch them whenever you like (and as often as you like), and make use of the liner notes that 
go with each episode if you want additional thoughts and questions to discuss. The videos and the liner notes can 

be viewed or downloaded at www.spiritofinvitation.com

• Supplementary material is included in the appendices, 
such as a brief summary of the introduction below, which 
might be helpful to read at the beginning of each session, 
especially if there are new people present.

The Introduction contains key foundational assumptions that 
underlie all of the sessions. For this reason it would be helpful if it 
were read by each person prior to beginning the first session. The 
six sessions which make up this discussion course are ideally led in 
small groups of 6 to 8 people, to allow for ample participation by 
all. It may be helpful for participants to review the summary of the 
Introduction found in the appendix, prior to each of the sessions, 
so that newcomers are made aware of these key foundational 
assumptions, and all participants are reminded of them.
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Introduction
are very aware that times have changed 
and with those changing times so has 
the whole landscape of faith. Most 
denominations have seen a decline in 
church attendance in recent decades with 
the result that many, even perhaps all, 
established churches are experiencing 
the ramifications of fewer people in 
Christian communities: fewer Christians 
to contribute their time and their talents 
to the work of the church. This has also 
resulted in fewer resources – monetary 
and otherwise – on the ground to support 
professional ministry and further the 
work of the institutional church.  
The fact is the vast majority of Canadians 
no longer attend church.

In addition, the rules of engagement 
have changed for those who do attend 
our churches. What we have been doing 
to attract membership in our various 
denominations is no longer as effective as 
it once was.

Perhaps you are reading this introduction 
out of a sense of obligation – a need to 
check out the latest thing – but all the 
while feeling more pessimistic than 
optimistic about the chances for success.

But perhaps, and let us pray this 
is the case despite our conscious 
reasoning, perhaps the Spirit of God 
has led you to read something, and 
do something, different. 

If that is so, let’s begin this journey 
with thanks: thanks to our Creator and 
creative God who is always out ahead of 
us doing new things among his children: 
seeking new ways to form life-altering 
relationships and enliven our hearts. 

But back to you.  
We suspect that you know that you 
need to do something different too. 
Christians – and particularly those 
belonging to mainline denominations, 

Grace and peace to you  
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
If you are reading this introduction, no doubt something has brought you to this point. 

Perhaps it’s hope that what you find here will be the “magic bullet” for your church’s falling “Average Sunday Attendance”.
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This landscape has also changed. Be it 
because of the bewildering menu of 
secular programming available, the pace 
of post-modern life, the democratized and 
diffuse religious arena, or any number of 
reasons, the reality is, Church attendance 
is slipping and any remaining vestiges of 
Christendom are crumbling and there’s 
no doubt that this is unsettling, perhaps 
even alarming to many of us.

But there is good news: because of all 
these changes, a new mission field has 
opened up. There is a large demographic 
to whom we can offer the good news 
of the Gospel. They consist of the 
unchurched (those who have had no 
previous experience of or contact with the 
institutional church) and the de-churched 
(those who have quit our communities for 
a variety of reasons). These folks are just 
like you and me – they have a spiritual 
hunger and are seeking to satisfy it in 
different ways.

So we’d like to propose a different way to 
consider our situation. First, we’d like to 
propose that we stop bemoaning the fate 
of Christendom, and instead see it as a 
time when we didn’t have to exercise our 
whole Christian identity; a time in which 
discipleship was considered equivalent 
to church attendance; a time in which 
we didn’t have to tell the Christian story 
because everyone knew it. 

Second, we propose that we begin to 
re-tool and re-fit ourselves for our new 
reality. 

This is a reality that yokes the seemingly 
incompatible facts of declining church 
attendance with an expressed hunger and 
yearning for spirituality and some kind 
of relationship with the living God among 
the demographic mentioned above.

So, if this is the new shape of our reality 
with the great majority of people, what 
can we, as committed Christians walking 
in the way of Jesus, do to address it?

To begin we can remember. We can recall 
who we are as Christians and to whom 
we belong. From our earliest beginnings 
we have been a sent people and the 
purpose of our sending is to invite others 
into communion with God. But most 
importantly, we can recall what a spirit of 
invitation has meant in our own journeys 
of faith. We can remember that inviting 
people to be with God is a recovery of 
who we all are as people who follow 
Jesus. Invitation involves everyone – it 
is not the purview of the gifted few, not 
just for the clergy, not just for specific 
lay-leaders but it is every Christian’s 
responsibility - and gift. You do not need 
to be a “professional” to share your faith. 
Being theologically articulate is great, but 
it’s not a pre-requisite for speaking about 
our relationship with God. We all come to 

We propose that we 
begin to re-tool and 

re-fit ourselves for  
our new reality

To begin we can remember.  
We can recall who we are as 

Christians and to whom  
we belong.
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Christ and can share something of Christ 
in our own language and ways. 

However, at this point, we have to pause 
and ask ourselves some important 
questions:  What are we inviting people to? 

Are we inviting people to a community 
that has forgotten who it is and its 
purpose for being? To a community that is 
scared for its survival and is now inviting 
out of a sense of worry and fear? 

Or are we inviting people into a loving 
relationship with God: the same God that 
loves us so much, cares about us so much 
that he can number every hair on our 
heads? Are we inviting people to learn 
and join the Way of Jesus Christ? A way 
that welcomes all, loves all, teaches all and 
redeems all?

We can be a people who invite in this 
way: a generous people, a loving people; 
a people committed to the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, who share the message of the 
Gospel and invite others into the love of 
the triune God.

But beware. If we once admit this new 
reality and embrace invitation, our 
generous and creative God will use that 
chance to re-form us, to create something 
new. 

____________________

But beware. If we once admit this new reality and embrace 
invitation, our generous and creative God will use that 

chance to re-form us, to create something new.

Beware because that will involve change: 
in ourselves, in our communities, in our 
comfortable – or uncomfortable, as the 
case may be – pews. God is good, but God 
is not wedded to the status quo. Instead, 
the Father sent his only Son that we 
might have everlasting life. And that sole 
priority may mean that we have to give 
some things up for the sake of the One 
who loves us that much.

“This is what God says,
 the God who builds a road right through the 

ocean,
 who carves a path through pounding waves, . . . 
“Forget about what’s happened;
 don’t keep going over old history.
Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something 

brand-new.
 It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it?”

(Isaiah 43: 16,19, The Message) 

So if you are eager to go on this journey 
with the Lord, consider the next six 
modules of exploration and teaching as 
a way to begin a different conversation, 
one that will put us in a creative space – 
one that will get us moving out into our 
neighbourhoods and cities to find out 
what God is doing in the lives of all his 
children! 
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Core Assumptions of these Sessions: 

 ✔ We offer the love of God out of the overflow of  
what we ourselves have been given and experienced.

 ✔ We offer this invitation from a community into a community  
– this is not an individualistic evangelism course.

 ✔ The process of invitation is grounded in relationships.

 ✔ Invitation is a process that often happens over time.

 ✔ Invitation is not a program, it is an attitude of heart and mind.

 ✔ Offering an invitation is grounded in the Christian family story.

 ✔ These sessions are based upon an adult learning model that involves 
discussion and application, and a serious study of scripture.

Invited is a parish/congregation-based resource that we hope will 
inspire and equip Christians to share their faith, and to invite their 
family, friends, colleagues and neighbours to explore a relationship 
with God for themselves.

Drawing on stories from people’s lives today, together with stories of 
invitation from the Bible, we hope you’ll be excited by and grow in 
comfort with sharing the good news of the gospel. 

Co-authors:

  
Susan Bell Judy Paulsen 
Canon Missioner Professor of Evangelism 
Diocese of Toronto Wycliffe College
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A few additional notes:
 
Leader:
The modules are designed with a leader for each group. This need not be one person: the 
designation can be shared by two or three or the whole group. It would be best if, when 
sharing the role, this is determined beforehand so that the leaders can be prepared for 
their contribution. There are several opportunities for full involvement in the discussions 
and leadership of each module.

Timing: 
Each module is designed to be 2 hours in length. The leader or someone else appointed 
will have to keep an eye on timing – particularly during open discussion points. However, 
it’s important to note that the timing need not be rigid and if fruitful discussion is 
happening at one point, the time could be made up at other points. 

Why The Message?
Scripture passages included in the sessions are taken from The Message, a contemporary 
translation of the Old and New Testaments. Like any translation it has its weaknesses, 
but we consider it a helpful text in many ways. Principally we believe its colloquial 
rendering of the text succeeds in making our very familiar biblical stories sound somewhat 
unfamiliar. This has the result of provoking a fresh look at the scripture and hearing it 
again as a story. However, if you dislike using this translation, please feel free to use the 
NRSV or any other version you like. 

Language for God:
We have chosen to use the traditional language for the triune God: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, preferring to see that language as an expression of the relationality and unity of 
the three members of the Trinity, rather than a gendered and therefore exclusively male 
expression of God. It is the authors’ preference, but you are certainly free to adapt this 
language to your own preference. 

  SPECIAL NOTE 
Please do not truncate the time allocated at the beginning 
or the end of the modules for prayer. Prayer is crucial to 
the ability of the group to engage in discernment and deep 
thought.
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The session begins with a time of greeting – perhaps with refreshments.  
When the group is ready, the leader proceeds with the opening prayers:

Opening Prayers: 

Leader:  In prayer, in quiet, let’s bring the concerns of our day 
before God for a few minutes before we start.

(Short silence)

Leader: Ask yourself: what was/is the most challenging thing I 
faced today? What’s still on my mind? Where did I see 
the Lord working in those moments?

  Think about that for a minute, and ask God to hold those 
concerns for you – relieve you of their weight for a short 
time.

(Medium silence)

  
approx.  
10 min  

or as long as 
needed.

Session 1
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Leader:  Now ask yourself: what was the easiest and happiest 
thing about today? Where did I see the Lord working in 
those moments? 

 
 Think about that for a minute or two and again, let’s give 

thanks to God for those things.

(Short silence)

Leader:  And now, let’s offer both our challenges and our joys to 
God to hold for a few hours while we seek his will for our 
time in this group. 

(Short silence)

Then, the leader prays the following:

Leader: Father, bless this time. Help us to press ‘pause’ on any 
worries that accompany us to this group – just for a time. 

(Short silence)

 Bless all we think and say today/tonight - to your 
honour. Be in us as we consider how our relationship 
with you impacts our daily lives, and our family and 
community life. Bring us deeper and deeper into your 
peace and your love. And light a small flame of warmth, 
of hope and encouragement in us all for your church.  
 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Sharing faith. 

Sometimes this brings to mind negative images, of being accosted 
by strangers on the street or pressured by people on your doorstep. 
But inviting the people in your life to explore faith doesn’t need to be 
awkward or offensive. We’ll be discussing more about what such an 
invitation can look like in upcoming sessions. For now though, forget 
about what inviting might involve you doing. Instead let’s first focus on 
this question: 

“Why would a person invite the people they know to explore faith?” 

If we think about it, there are probably several answers to this question.

On one level, Christians throughout the centuries have shared their 
faith because they believe the Christian story of God’s love and 
reconciliation made known to the world through Christ, to be true (and 
amazing!). The truth of the gospel itself is reason to invite.

On another level, they have shared the faith out of obedience to one of 
Jesus’ clearest instructions. He told his first followers to “go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” (Matthew 28:19 & 20). Today, with so many Canadians no longer 
having any idea what the Christian faith really is, it’s time again to take 
seriously this straight-forward command of Jesus.

On still another level though, people have naturally invited the people 
they care about to explore Christian faith because in that faith they 
themselves have experienced something profound and wonderful. They 
invite others because they themselves have, in some way, been changed 
for the better. 

 Focus Question: 

Why invite?
Leader reads the following introduction: 

  
approx.  

30 - 45 min.
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Have someone in the group read aloud the following paragraphs about the lives of several everyday people. 
Consider, in these little vignettes, how faith changed the way these people saw themselves, their lives, and 
the world around them. 

Do you recognize yourself in any of these stories?

For a number of pretty dark reasons, 
Mary grew up believing she wasn’t 
worth much. This belief had seeped 
into many parts of her life; sometimes 
sabotaging her relationships. This in 
turn had harmed everything from her 
career to her marriage and even her 
parenting. Then Mary began to learn 
what it meant to be loved (and gifted) 
by the Maker of the universe.
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Brent had reached the pinnacle of 
his career but somehow felt an odd 
disappointment; emptiness, even. 
Surely there was something more 
than this? Slowly, he began to grasp a 
deeper meaning. He was invited to be 
part of something called the Kingdom 
of God.

Andre now recognized that he’d 
made decisions that had deeply hurt 
a number of people; many of them 
being people he really loved. While 
it was something of a relief to finally 
admit this, he wondered if he could 
ever make things right again. Lately 
though, he’d begun to grasp that with 
God we all get another chance.

Maggie, knew perfectly well she 
was socially awkward. She never 
seemed to fit in. Yet, oddly, she was 
beginning to feel accepted, despite 
her awkwardness. Her church was 
made up of all sorts of people, 
with all sorts of idiosyncrasies, 
who together were learning about, 
worshipping, and serving God.

Chad, facing chemo, experienced 
an inexplicable comfort in the 
midst of the exhaustion and fear. 
He was astonished at how much it 
helped to know people were think-
ing of him, and praying for him.

Oxana was surprised by the 
peace she felt growing. It was new.  
Little by little she was learning 
why Jesus taught it was so impor-
tant to forgive, and how to begin to 
do that. She was finally beginning 
to let go of the past.

CH
A

D
A
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Mary, Brent, Andre, Maggie, Chad and 
Oxana were all experiencing some sort of 
new life as a result of their faith. It was 
the most natural thing in the world for 
them to want to tell the people they loved 
about this. It was like someone in the 
desert finding a pool of fresh water!

The gospel, translated literally, means 
good news. It’s good news that, while 
rooted in the story of Jesus Christ, shows 
up in many different ways in the stories 
of everyday people’s lives. 

In short, the Good News results in lots of 
good news. 

All change and grow in some way. For 
some people faith results in their finding 
a deep meaning to life. Others experience 
forgiveness, comfort, or a new sense of 
worth. Still others are challenged to face 
something they’ve long denied, or let go 
of something they’ve been clinging to. In 
every case, coming into Christian faith 
means a sort of death that gives way to 
new life. Jesus described this as, “being 
born from above” to a man who came to 
him to ask about what faith was really all 
about (John 3:3-7). This new life that Jesus 
spoke about, shows up in all kinds of ways 
in people’s lives.

These various forms of good news are a 
direct result of the good news people have 
found in coming to faith.

“This new life that Jesus 
spoke about, shows up 
in all kinds of ways in 

people’s lives.”

The amazing thing is that the good news 
of the gospel isn’t just about bringing 
good news to individual lives. It’s also 
good news for society as a whole, as our 
shared life is also transformed. Our faith, 
rooted in the Triune God, teaches us how 
to find and value unity while celebrating 
each person’s particularity. Many people 
offering their various gifts, talents 
and passions together to benefit all. 
Marginalized people welcomed in, cared 
for and also recognized as a blessing. 
Relationships strengthened. Ethical 
business practices nurtured. 

The Good News, results in many forms of 
good news, in both individuals and the 
world around them.

Have someone else read aloud the following reflection on the 
above contemporary narratives, while others read along:
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 Group Discussion:

How have you seen faith change someone?

 

How has your faith been good news in your life?

Describe one way that Sunday affects Monday in your life?

 Scripture Study: 

Two encounters with Jesus 
Have someone in your group read aloud John 4:1-26 

  
approx.  
45 min.

The Woman at the Well
Jesus realized that the Pharisees were keeping count of the baptisms that he and 
John performed (although his disciples, not Jesus, did the actual baptizing). They had 
posted the score that Jesus was ahead, turning him and John into rivals in the eyes of 
the people. So Jesus left the Judean countryside and went back to Galilee.

To get there, he had to pass through Samaria. He came into Sychar, a Samaritan 
village that bordered the field Jacob had given his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was still 
there. Jesus, worn out by the trip, sat down at the well. It was noon.
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A woman, a Samaritan, came to draw water. 
Jesus said, “Would you give me a drink of water?” 
(His disciples had gone to the village to buy food 
for lunch.)

The Samaritan woman, taken aback, 
asked, “How come you, a Jew, are asking me, 
a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” (Jews in 
those days wouldn’t be caught dead talking to 
Samaritans.)

Jesus answered, “If you knew the generosity of 
God and who I am, you would be asking me for a 
drink, and I would give you fresh, living water.”

The woman said, “Sir, you don’t even have a 
bucket to draw with, and this well is deep. So how 
are you going to get this ‘living water’? Are you 
a better man than our ancestor Jacob, who dug 
this well and drank from it, he and his sons and 
livestock, and passed it down to us?”

Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks this water 
will get thirsty again and again. Anyone who 
drinks the water I give will never thirst—not ever. 
The water I give will be an artesian spring within, 
gushing fountains of endless life.”

The woman said, “Sir, give me this water so I 
won’t ever get thirsty, won’t ever have to come 
back to this well again!”

He said, “Go call your husband and then come 
back.”

“I have no husband,” she said.
“That’s nicely put: ‘I have no husband.’ You’ve 

had five husbands, and the man you’re living with 
now isn’t even your husband. You spoke the truth 
there, sure enough.”

“Oh, so you’re a prophet! Well, tell me this: Our 
ancestors worshiped God at this mountain, but 
you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place for 
worship, right?”

“Believe me, woman, the time is coming when 
you Samaritans will worship the Father neither 
here at this mountain nor there in Jerusalem. You 
worship guessing in the dark; we Jews worship 
in the clear light of day. God’s way of salvation 

is made available through the Jews. But the time 
is coming—it has, in fact, come—when what 
you’re called will not matter and where you go to 
worship will not matter.

“It’s who you are and the way you live that 
count before God. Your worship must engage 
your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That’s the kind 
of people the Father is out looking for: those who 
are simply and honestly themselves before him 
in their worship. God is sheer being itself—Spirit. 
Those who worship him must do it out of their 
very being, their spirits, their true selves, in 
adoration.”

The woman said, “I don’t know about that. I 
do know that the Messiah is coming. When he 
arrives, we’ll get the whole story.”

“I am he,” said Jesus. “You don’t have to wait 
any longer or look any further.”

(John 4:1-26 , The Message)

“If you 
knew the 
generosity 
of God and 
who I am, 
you would be 
asking me for 
a drink”
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What are the changes you see in this woman, over the course of her 
encounter with Jesus?

How do you think her view of herself changes?

How do her actions effect changes in the whole community?

 

Have someone else in your group read aloud Luke 19:1-10: 

Jesus and Zacchaeus 
Then Jesus entered and walked through Jericho. There was a man there, his name 
Zacchaeus, the head tax man and quite rich. He wanted desperately to see Jesus, but 
the crowd was in his way—he was a short man and couldn’t see over the crowd. So 
he ran on ahead and climbed up in a sycamore tree so he could see Jesus when he 
came by.

When Jesus got to the tree, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry down. Today 
is my day to be a guest in your home.” Zacchaeus scrambled out of the tree, hardly 
believing his good luck, delighted to take Jesus home with him. Everyone who saw the 
incident was indignant and grumped, “What business does he have getting cozy with 
this crook?”

Zacchaeus just stood there, a little stunned. He stammered apologetically, “Master, 
I will give away half my income to the poor—and if I’m caught cheating, I will pay 
four times the damages.”

Jesus said, “Today is salvation day in this home! Here he is: Zacchaeus, son of 
Abraham! For the Son of Man came to find and restore the lost.”

(Luke 19:1-10, The Message)
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Take a few minutes to jot down some point-form reflections on the following questions:

  What are the changes you see in this man, over the course of his 
encounter with Jesus?

  How do you think his view of himself changed?

  How did his actions change?

  How would these changes effect change in the whole community? 

[Leader reads] 

These passages show so clearly that Jesus cares deeply about human 
brokenness, and that He brings transformation to people by changing 
the way they see themselves, and by leading them to new ways of 
behaving. Through these changes, Jesus brings about changes in the 
world around each person He transforms.

The Church, as a community with Jesus at its center, teaches and lives 
by different (and some would say peculiar) values, goals and practices. 
By our shared life, we together show the difference that faith makes. 

In short, faith changes things. People are changed. The way they live their 
lives is changed. And as a result, so is their surrounding context.
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 Reflection

Going Deeper 
Reflect privately about how has your faith has changed the way you see, understand and feel about:  

  Your worth as a person

  The meaning or purpose of life

  Your sense of place in the community

  The mistakes and failures of your past

  How you navigate through the struggles and challenges in life

  Your gifts, talents and passions

Leader invites one or two people to share briefly something from their reflection.

  
approx.  
15 min.
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 Video Content 

Watch “Invited - Episode 1: Table”
Episode 1: Table, and all of the Invited video content, can be found at 
www.spiritofinvitation.com 

Concluding Reflection and Prayer
Leader:  Tonight/today, we’ve explored the idea that being a 

Christian entails being transformed; not according to 
some recipe, or all at once, but transformed nonetheless. 
This transformation is about new life that grows in us as 
a result of our relationship with the Living God. 

 
 If by chance you’re here tonight and you’ve never 

accepted God’s invitation into relationship, this would 
be a wonderful time to do that. (All you need to do is say a 
simple ‘yes’ to God.) But perhaps you’re someone who has 
walked a long time with God. Have you reflected on how 
He has transformed you? Do you recognize this as good 
news worth sharing?

 
 Let’s take a few moments to offer up these thoughts, the 

movements of our hearts in quiet.

(short silence)

Leader:  As we think about what we talked about, what has most 
engaged you about our discussions tonight/today? Where 
did you see God active? What is one thing that you can 
take away and pray about, or act on?

(short silence)

 don’t forget 
to check out the 
liner notes that go 
with this episode.  
you’ll find them 
online. 
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Leader:  Let’s take a moment and give thanks to the Lord for that 
insight.

(short silence)

Leader:  Now, what has most disturbed you about our discussions 
tonight/today? Where did you see God active in the 
disturbance? What is the thing you can take away and 
pray about, or act on?

(short silence)

Leader:  Even if it’s made you uncomfortable, disturbed you, try 
and thank God for that disturbance anyway. Sometimes 
the discomfort is there to teach us something – to give us 
a gift. 

(short silence)

Leader:  Father, thank you that a living relationship with you 
brings purpose & meaning, comfort, forgiveness, hope 
and community. We thank you now (either silently or 
aloud) for the way you’ve been transforming us. 

(period of silence to allow others to speak or add their thanks silently) 

Leader:  May this good news, of new life and transformation, be a 
powerful reason to share the hope that is within us. May 
it well up and spill over to all those around us that have 
yet to come to know you.  
We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Let’s say the Grace together: 

 

All: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all 
forevermore. Amen.

✢
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Appendices
 A summary of the Introduction:

Core assumptions of this study program, Invited:

 y Meant to inspire and equip Christians to share their faith

 y We offer a love that we ourselves have been given and have experienced

 y Is focused on the community of faith

 y Is grounded in authentic relationship

 y Invitation is an attitude of the heart and mind

 y Invitation is grounded in the Christian story

 y Is a resource based on an adult learning model that includes discussion

The six sessions:

1. Why invite?
2. Whose invitation is it anyway?
3. So who is invited?
4. What gets in the way of us inviting?
5. What does inviting look like today?
6. What are the risks & rewards of inviting?

What are we inviting people to?

 To learn and join the way of Jesus Christ

 A generous, loving people, committed to the good news of Jesus 
Christ that transforms lives



Invited is a written resource intended to be used by groups 
and communities to help foster conversation about and 
exploration into the breadth and length and depth of 
invitation. We begin with the conviction that invitation is at 
the very heart of the Gospel – that Jesus invites each one of 
us to come and follow him, and being an invitational people 
is at the very core of our identity as Christians. 

Within these pages, you’ll find six sessions addressing topics 
like ‘why invite?’ and ‘whose invitation is it?’ through guided 
discussion, prayer, and scripture study. 

The material is flexible, engaging, and written in language 
you’ll actually understand.  

Invited is also a series of short films that seek to explore what 
it means to engage in genuine, Christian invitation. You can 
find all six episodes at www.spiritofinvitation.com - they’re 
free to view and download, and don’t miss the liner notes 
that go with each episode.

We hope you’ll join the conversation.

– Exploring Genuine 
Christian Invitation
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