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To the Congregation  
of Summit Drive Church
This is now the 15th year that we have made  
a gift book study available to our church family.  
It is our conviction that this ongoing “tradition”  
has not only united our church but as well, has enabled  
us to grow in our understanding of important Christian 
activities such as evangelism, spiritual growth,  
worship, fellowship and ministry.

This year’s gift book study Invited: Exploring Genuine  
Christian Invitation was co-authored by Susan Bell  
(Leader with the Anglican Diocese of Toronto) and  
Judy Paulsen (Professor of Evangelism at Wycliffe College.)  
In essence, this thoughtfully written Study Guide will  
take us into the Gospels and Acts to see both how God calls  
us into a relationship with Himself and, as well, how we can  
be used by God to invite people into that very same life 
changing relationship. Yes, this is a series that will further  
help us to share our faith in a genuine, loving way as  
we join God on His Mission to invite people back to  
Himself through His Son—Jesus Christ.

For our purposes we have edited the Study Guide,  
Invited, so that Life Groups will be able to complete  
a session in about one and a half hours.

We are truly looking forward to see how this six week  
series will equip us to share the good news with others!

Sincerely,

Pastor Harry  |  Pastor Dave



Contents
Introduction ............ 1

Session 1 ............... 4

Session 2 ..............11

Session 3 ............. 17

Session 4 ............. 23

Session 5 ............. 31

Session 6 ............. 38

Appendices .......... 48



INTRODUCTION  3

A Note about this Written Resource
In these six sessions, you’ll find a variety of material including topics  
for discussion, scripture study, prayer and reflection. We’ve provided  
a structure that we think makes sense, and identified rough estimates  
of how much time you might want to allocate to each section. But, and  
we can’t stress this enough, invitation is always contextual. Please feel 
free to really engage with the material, mix up the order, and spend  
more or less time in any given section.
We can be a people who invite in this way: a generous people,  
a loving people; a people committed to the Good News of Jesus Christ,  
who share the message of the Gospel and invite others into the love 
of the triune God.

Core Assumptions of these Sessions
4    We offer the love of God out of the overflow of 

what we ourselves have been given and experienced.
4  We offer this invitation from a community into a community 
 —this is not an individualistic evangelism course.
4 The process of invitation is grounded in relationships.
4  Invitation is a process that often happens over time.
4 Invitation is not a program, it is an attitude of heart and mind.
4   These sessions are based upon an adult learning model that involves 

discussion and application, and a serious study of scripture.
4  That God is reconciling the world to Himself through Jesus.
4 That Jesus has called us to make disciples of all nations.

Co-authors:

Susan Bell  |  Judy Paulsen
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Session 1
invited

The session begins with a time of greeting—perhaps with refreshments.  
When the group is ready, the leader proceeds with the opening prayers:

Opening Prayers
Leader:    Let’s pray for one another and for any specific  

requests you may have. 

Leader:   Father, bless this time. Help us to press ‘pause’ on any  
worries that accompany us to this group—just for a time.

 (SHORT SILENCE)

  Bless all we think and say today/tonight—to your honour.  
Be in us as we consider how our relationship with you impacts  
our daily lives, and our family and community life. Bring us 
deeper and deeper into your peace and your love. And light  
a small flame of warmth, of hope and encouragement 
in us all for your church. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

APPROX. 
10 min 

or as long as  
needed
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     Focus Question

Why invite?
Leader reads the following introduction:

Sharing faith.

Sometimes this brings to mind negative images, of being accosted  
by strangers on the street or pressured by people on your doorstep.

But inviting the people in your life to explore faith doesn’t need to be  
awkward or offensive. We’ll be discussing more about what such an invitation 
can look like in upcoming sessions. For now though, forget about what  
inviting might involve you doing. Instead let’s first focus on this question:

“Why would a person invite the people they know to explore faith?”

If we think about it, there are probably several answers to this question.

On one level, Christians throughout the centuries have shared their faith  
because they believe the Christian story of God’s love and reconciliation made  
known to the world through Christ, to be true (and amazing!). The truth  
of the gospel itself is reason to invite.

On another level, they have shared the faith out of obedience to one of Jesus’ 
clearest instructions. He told his first followers to 19 “go and make disciples  
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the  
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19 & 20  
NIV). Today, with so many Canadians no longer having any idea what the  
Christian faith really is, it’s time again to take seriously this straight- 
forward command of Jesus.

On still another level though, people have naturally invited the people they  
care about to explore Christian faith because in that faith they themselves have  
experienced something profound and wonderful. They invite others because  
they themselves have, in some way, been changed for the better.

 

APPROX. 
30 min
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Have someone in the group read aloud the following paragraphs about the lives of several everyday  
people. Consider, in these little vignettes, how faith changed the way these people saw themselves,  
their lives, and the world around them.
Do you recognize yourself in any of these stories?

For a number of pretty dark reasons, 
Mary grew up believing she wasn’t 
worth much. This belief had seeped 
into many parts of her life; sometimes 
sabotaging her relationships. This in 
turn had harmed everything from her 
career to her marriage and even her 
parenting. Then Mary began to learn 
what it meant to be loved (and gifted)  
by the Maker of the universe.

Maggie, knew perfectly well 
she was socially awkward.  
She never seemed to fit in. 
Yet, oddly, she was beginning 
to feel accepted, despite her 
awkwardness. Her church was 
made up of all sorts of people, 
with all sorts of idiosyncrasies, 
who together were learning about, 
worshipping, and serving God.

Brent had reached the pinnacle of 
his career but somehow felt an odd 
disappointment; emptiness, even. 
Surely there was something more 
than this? Slowly, he began to grasp 
a deeper meaning. He was invited  
to be part of something called  
the Kingdom of God.

Chad, facing chemo, experienced 
an inexplicable comfort in the 
midst of the exhaustion and  
fear. He was astonished at  
how much it helped to know 
people were thinking of him,  
and praying for him.

Andre now recognized that he’d 
made decisions that had deeply hurt 
a number of people; many of them 
being people he really loved. While it 
was something of a relief to finally 
admit this, he wondered if he could 
ever make things right again. Lately 
though, he’d begun to grasp that with 
God we all get another chance.

Oxana was surprised by the 
peace she felt growing. It was 
new. Little by little she was 
learning why Jesus taught  
it was so important to forgive, 
and how to begin to do that.  
She was finally beginning  
to let go of the past.
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Mary, Brent, Andre, Maggie, Chad and 
Oxana were all experiencing some sort  
of new life as a result of their faith. It was 
the most natural thing in the world for  
them to want to tell the people they loved 
about this. It was like someone in the  
desert finding a pool of fresh water!

The gospel, translated literally, means  
good news. It’s good news that while  
rooted in Jesus Christ, shows up in  
many different ways in the stories  
of everyday people’s lives.

In short, the Good News results  
in lots of good news.

All change and grow in some way.  
For some people faith results in their  
finding a deep meaning to life. Others 
experience forgiveness, comfort, or a new 
sense of worth. Still others are challenged 
to face something they’ve long denied, or 
let go of something they’ve been clinging to. 
In every case, coming into Christian faith 
means a sort of death that gives way to new 
life. Jesus described this as, “being born 
from above” to a man who came to 
him to ask about what faith was really all 
about (John 3:3–7). This new life that  
Jesus spoke about, shows up in all  
kinds of ways in people’s lives.

These various forms of good news  
are a direct result of the good news  
people have found in coming to Jesus.

 

The amazing thing is that the good  
news of the gospel isn’t just about  
bringing good news to individual lives.  
It’s also good news for society as a whole, 
as our shared life is also transformed. Our 
faith, rooted in the Triune God, teaches 
us how to find and value unity while 
celebrating each person’s particularity. 
Many people offering their various gifts, 
talents and passions together to benefit 
all. Marginalized people welcomed in, 
cared for and also recognized as a blessing. 
Relationships strengthened. Ethical  
business practices nurtured.

The Good News—that in Christ,  
God is reconciling the world to Himself  
(2 Cor 5:19)—results in many forms  
of good news, in both individuals  
and the world around them.

 “  This new life that 
Jesus spoke about, 
shows up in all 
kinds of ways in 
people’s lives.”

Have someone else read aloud the following reflection on the above  
contemporary narratives, while others read along:
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     Group Discussion
How have you seen faith change someone?

How has your faith in Jesus resulted in good news in your life?

Describe one way that Sunday affects Monday in your life?

     Scripture Study
Have someone else in your group read aloud Luke 19:1–10:

Jesus and Zacchaeus
19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the  
name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted 
to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd.  
4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming 
that way. 5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once 
and welcomed him gladly. 7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone 
to be the guest of a sinner.” 8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! 
Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody 
out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Today 
salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  
10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

(LUKE 19:1–10, NIV)

APPROX. 
30 min
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Take a few minutes to jot down some point-form reflections on the following questions:
æ  What are the changes you see in this man,  

over the course of his encounter with Jesus?

æ How do you think his view of himself changed?

æ How did his actions change?

æ How would these changes effect change in the whole community?

[Leader reads]
These passages show so clearly that Jesus cares deeply about human  
brokenness, and that He brings transformation to people by changing  
the way they see themselves, and by leading them to new ways of behaving. 
Through these changes, Jesus brings about changes in the world around  
each person He transforms.

The Church, as a community with Jesus at its center, teaches and lives  
by different (and some would say peculiar) values, goals and practices.  
By our shared life, we together show the difference that faith makes.

In short, faith changes things. People are changed. The way they live  
their lives is changed. And as a result, so is their surrounding context. 



10  SESSION 1

     Reflection

Going Deeper
Reflect personally about how your faith has changed  
the way you see, understand and feel about:
æ Your worth as a person

æ The meaning or purpose of life

æ Your sense of place in the community

æ The mistakes and failures of your past

æ How you navigate through the struggles and challenges in life

æ Your gifts, talents and passions

Leader invites one or two people to share briefly something from their reflection.
 
CLOSING PR AYER

APPROX. 
15 min
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The session begins with a time of greeting—perhaps with refreshments.  
When the group is ready, the leader proceeds with the opening prayers:

Opening Prayers
Leader:   Let’s pray for one another and for any specific 

requests you may have. 

Leader:  God of Grace and Love, thank you for opening our eyes  
to the places where you’re at work. Thank you for showing  
up in unexpected places, working through unexpected people  
and accomplishing unexpected things. You are always taking  
us by surprise. Help us to look for you, seek you and see you  
and your works. Help us to work with you—to join your  
mission for your church. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

 

Session 2

APPROX. 
10 min 

or as long as  
needed
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    Focus Question

Whose invitation is it?
Leader:
Tonight’s/today’s focus specifically deals with the question:  
Whose invitation is it anyway?

Let’s move to our scripture study to explore how invitation is played out there.

     Scripture Study

A model of invitation.
Have someone in your group read aloud John 1:43–51:

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, 
“Follow me.” 44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.  
45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about  
in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son  
of Joseph.” 46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of 
him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 48 “How do you know me?” 
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.” 49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; 
you are the king of Israel.” 50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw  
you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added,  
“Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending  
and descending on’ the Son of Man.”

(JOHN 1:43–51, NIV)

APPROX. 
30 min
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Questions
1. Who does the inviting in this story?

2. How would you describe the way that Jesus and Philip invite?

3.  What does Jesus invite Philip and then Nathanael to do?  
What does Philip invite Nathanael to do?

4. Who are the disciples?

     Reflection

Going Deeper
Leader: Take a few minutes to think through the following quietly:
1. What is important in this story?

2. Are there any principles of invitation that we can take away from it?

The Leader then invites one or two people to share something from their reflection.

Please note
that additional  
reference notes  
may be found in  
the appendices
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     Rooting the Invitation

Invitation in Our Lives:
A group member reads the contemporary narrative below:

Questions
1. Does Sheila’s experience resonate with your own?

2. Why or why not?

The Rediscovery of our Identity as the Sent Ones
Sheila had, over the course of her life,  
been asked many times why she was so  
happy. It wasn’t that she didn’t experience 
unhappiness at times, but that in the general 
run of things—when life was ordinarily 
moving along—she was happy; and seemed 
able and willing to extend herself, her time 
and even her finances to help when these 
things were needed. She had a sense that this 
was all connected to her faith in Jesus Christ 
and her membership in her church family. 
The well of security and love she experienced 
in these things freed her to feel and act as 
she did. But she’d never invited anyone into 
that relationship herself; she’d kind of kept 
it all to herself. Not intentionally mind you, 
just because. Partly, it was because she didn’t 
really feel like it was something she should 
do—wasn’t that the pastor’s job? Partly, she 
was reticent. She hadn’t really talked out 
loud about her own faith to anyone. Partly, 
it felt like a risk to her relationships. 

And yet, … and yet, the bible stories she  
read each week in church to refresh her faith 

were full of stories of Jesus and his  
disciples showing God’s love to people 
through healing and serving and offering 
invitations to believe, to come and follow 
him, to understand even more what the 
love of God looks and feels like…

But that was Jesus. Not her.

However, during that time of year that 
her church read the Book of the Acts of the 
Apostles, she couldn’t escape the conclusion 
that talking to people about Jesus and 
inviting them to follow him in a gathered 
community of fellow followers, was what 
being a Christian was all about. That well of 
love and security she’d always experienced 
was supposed to be passed on!

But it was a part of her faith life that she  
hadn’t quite come to terms with. And yet, 
people kept on asking her that question:  
why did she seem different…

Perhaps that was the place to start  
the conversation?

APPROX. 
30 min
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Further Thoughts
Leader:
When thinking about inviting the people we know into a relationship  
with the living Christ, it’s possible that we experience some anxiety. 
Perhaps sharing our deepest beliefs is not something we’re used to; perhaps  
we fear a negative reaction to our disclosure. These are natural feelings.

That is, if we think it’s all up to us.

But what if it isn’t? What if in fact, we are not responsible for coming up  
with all the answers, what if we are simply joining something that God  
already has in hand?

What if it was in the very nature of God to invite everyone—everyone—into 
community? What if we are simply making an invitation on behalf of our Lord?

The whole idea of invitation in the first place, is grounded in the idea of God’s 
mission [the Missio Dei]—God’s sending of himself in Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit in order to invite us into a relationship with him; a relationship that seeks 
to call the best from us, to light us up from within with the light of God.

And in turn, as Jesus is sent, so he then sends us in the power of the Spirit:   
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  
22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  
(John 20:21–22 NIV)

And the invitation we offer to our friends,  
neighbours, and co-workers in the name of 
God is rooted in this sending. But it’s grounded 
in something else too: the acknowledgement 
that invitation is not so much something we 
do, but that we, as the community gathered 
by God embody a spirit of invitation. We are 
meant to be, in our own being, the very essence 
of invitation. To put it another way, a spirit of 
invitation is in our DNA as children of God.

I suppose you could say that because God invited us, so we now invite others 
—as a response to that first loving act. God is constantly active in the 
world, offering that invitation. And we, as the face and hands of Christ are 
commissioned to invite people into the transforming, shaping and blessing that 
occurs in loving relationship with God. It’s an invitation into the love of God; to 
forgiveness of our sin, into a community gathered around all those good things; 
into that peace that the Lord promises in relationship with the Holy Spirit.

And in turn, 
as Jesus 
is sent,  
so he then 
sends us
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We invite people out of the abundance of what we ourselves have been  
given by Jesus Christ. Our cup runs over with the love and the mercy  
and the ‘at-homeness’ of God and it’s that which we want to share with  
everyone we meet.

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
 special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you  
out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9 NIV)

     Reflection

Real life stories
Leader: Take a few minutes to read through the following questions  
and to think about how you might respond:
æ  Can you remember when you first encountered God in your own life?  

What were the circumstances?

æ  It’s sometimes in moments of great joy or great pain that people  
have the clarity of an encounter with God; can you think of such  
an instance in the life of someone you know?

æ Do you think these events are God’s invitations to a relationship with him?

Leader invites a couple of members of the group to offer  
their responses to these questions.
 
CLOSING PR AYER

APPROX. 
15 min
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The session begins with a time of greeting—perhaps with refreshments.  
When the group is ready, the leader proceeds with the opening prayers:

Opening Prayers
Leader:   Let’s pray for one another and for any specific  

requests you may have. 

Leader:  Lord, your voice nudges us, prepares us, opens us to  
the possibility of your work in us. Strengthen us for the  
work of invitation. Help us to have the ears to hear and  
the eyes to see where you are working—where you are  
present in peoples’ lives and then give us the courage  
to let nothing get in the way of that invitation.  
Bless this time for our use and your glory.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

 

Session 3

APPROX. 
10 min 

or as long as  
needed
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     Focus Question

So Who is Invited?
Leader reads the following introduction:
So who does God invite into relationship 
with himself, and into the transformation 
that results from knowing Him?

We may quickly answer “Well, everyone 
of course!” And we’d be right. God wants 
everyone to come to know Him and 
experience His transforming love.

On the ground, however, our actions  
often say something different than this  
quick answer. Sometimes the way we live  
our lives, both as individual Christians  
and as communities of faith, suggests God 
is most interested in inviting people who 
are … well, a lot like us. People already 
familiar with Christian practices, culture 
and language. Like-minded people who 

already know how things work in the 
church (or even our brand of church), 
and already know how to behave there.

But what about the people we may  
think of as ‘outsiders’? People who 
themselves don’t believe they ‘belong’  
in a church? What about people who 
think God wouldn’t want anything to do 
with them, given their past or present? 
As Christians, should we steer clear 
of inviting people of other beliefs into 
conversations about faith? What about 
people of no belief, or people who have  
a pretty jaded view of Christianity?

In this session we’ll be focusing on  
who it is that God invites.

Have some members in the group read aloud the following paragraphs:

As a child Liz went to Brownies in a 
neighbourhood church, but she hasn’t been 
inside a church building in decades. Now 
busy with commuting all week to her job 
in the city, and getting the kids to soccer 
and dance lessons on weekends (along with 
all the other chores) church simply never 
crosses her mind. She’s currently worried 
about her son Jake, who’s been diagnosed 
with a learning problem. She thinks she 
should probably join a gym to lose some 
weight, but she doesn’t know where she’d 
find the time to go. Sunday morning is really 
the only time during the week when as a 
family they aren’t rushing out the door.

LI
Z
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SH

Josh and his girlfriend have 
moved into one of the new  
condos near the lake. They’d  
met at university and now have 
both landed jobs in the city.  
Their families live a few hours 
away, but several of their friends 
live in the downtown core too. 
There’s a big old church about a 
block from their condo building. 
It gives a nice, retro ambience 
to the neighbourhood, but they 
don’t really know what goes on 
there. Is it even open during 
the week?

APPROX. 
30 min
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Aggie’s memory started to fail her 
the year after she buried Frank. 
Now her kids want her to move 
out of her house. This morning 
she forgot where she kept the 
eggs. She still has her sense of 
humour though, so she’s learned 
to laugh it off. A friend called her 
this morning and told her about a 
craft group that meets at a nearby 
church. Her doctor had told her it 
would do her good to get out and 
be with other people. But those 
people have probably all known 
each other for years.
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Wally stopped going to church years  
ago after his wife’s death. A few years 
back he was missing it and decided to go.  
He got as far as the parking lot, but then 
drove back home. He’s not sure if he’d be 
welcome after all this time, and anyway, 

there’s a new minister/priest/pastor/
vicar/incumbent now (he never knows 
what to call those people). He heard 
some things had changed. Would he 
know when to do what? Would anyone 
still recognize him? 

Kyle is the wild-child of the 
family, and at 4 is both adorable 
and utterly exhausting. He loves 
to run, and climbs on pretty 
much everything. His parents 
have just enrolled him in soccer 
and martial arts. For half an 
hour each day, if he’s not had too 
many time-outs, he is allowed to 
play his favorite video game.  
He has never heard the words 
‘God’, ‘Jesus’ or ‘church’.

Brent was in a car accident six 
years ago. His doctor put him on 
heavy duty pain killers to cope 
with his pain from the whip-lash. 
When he tried to cut back on them 
he just couldn’t. When he was 
finally supposed to return to work 
he tried to act as if everything was 
normal but his drug problem came 
out and he was fired. Now he and 
his wife and two kids live with his 
elderly father-in-law. At least he’s 
on a methadone program now, 
but things aren’t good at home. 
Money is a constant problem.  
He’s been referred to a foodbank  
at a church nearby. He hates going, 
and he certainly wouldn’t dream  
of showing up on a Sunday.

Mel, an artist in her twenties,  
considers herself a free-thinker, but  
also a spiritual person, in a private 
sort of way. To her, the word ‘church’ 
mostly means an outdated and 
restrictive institution, with a less- 
than-stellar past. She goes to yoga 
twice a week and is thinking  
about joining a book club.
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Have someone else read the following reflection aloud, while others read along:
In Canada, over 80% of people say they believe there is a God, but fewer  
than 20% have any regular association with a community of faith. Many  
people, with little to no interest in attending church, have opinions and 
questions about religion and/or spirituality. Some of them, if given a chance, 
would like to explore their questions. Others actually have a deep spiritual 
yearning, but may not even have fully identified it as such.

God loves all of these people, and desires for them to know Him,  
no matter where they are on their spiritual journey. (I Tim 2:3–4)

As Christians, we believe that God is always calling people into relationship  
with Himself. He knows and loves them more than anyone else, and longs to 
bring into their lives new life in all its various forms (some of which we  
explored in session #1).

Sometimes, however, we in the Church get so focused on ourselves that  
we forget that we’ve been blessed in order to bless others. We forget the  
people who don’t yet know God, or know that He loves them.

     Group Discussion
1. Who do you know in your life who has little to no contact with the church?

2.  Share your experience of someone in this category who also expressed 
opinions or questions on spiritual or philosophical issues.

Some of them, if given a chance, 
would like to explore their questions
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     Scripture Study

Two very different people  
encounter Jesus:
Have someone in your group read aloud Luke 7:36–50

Anointing His Feet
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful 
life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an 
alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to 
wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured 
perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, 
“If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of 
woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to 
tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. 
One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money 
to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 
43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You have judged 
correctly,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon,  
“Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my 
feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give 
me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet.  

46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore,  
I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever 
has been forgiven little loves little.” 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

APPROX. 
30 min
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Questions
(Luke 7:36–50, NIV)

1.  Who was Simon? What do we know about him from the story? 
What was his role that evening? What was his approach to Jesus?

2. What do we know from the story about the woman who anointed Jesus?

3.  Describe in your own words what she actually did in her interaction  
with Jesus. Does the story tell us why she acted this way?

     Reflection
æ  Think for a few minutes about 2 or 3 people you know who have no 

connection to a community of faith. They may be a family member,  
a neighbour, a colleague, or a friend.

æ  Pray for each of them quietly, asking God to use you to make  
them more aware of Him.

æ  Are there things we do on Sundays that would seem completely foreign 
to an un-churched person? Jot down any you think of.

æ  Do we, as seasoned church members, secretly expect outsiders  
to ‘just know this stuff’ or ‘pick it up as they keep coming’?

æ  Think of someone (or some group of people) that you see as ‘most unlikely’ 
to explore faith in your church? What makes you think of them this way?

Leader invites one or two people to share briefly something from their reflection.
 
CLOSING PR AYER

APPROX. 
15 min

Please note
that additional  
reference notes  
may be found in  
the appendices
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Session 4

The session begins with a time of greeting—perhaps with refreshments.  
When the group is ready, the leader proceeds with the opening prayers:

Opening Prayers
Leader:   Let’s pray for one another and for any  

specific requests you may have.

Leader:  Lord, your voice nudges us, prepares us, opens us  
to the possibility of your work in us. Strengthen us for 
the work of invitation. Help us to have the ears to hear  
and the eyes to see where you are working—where you  
are present in peoples’ lives and then give us the courage  
to let nothing get in the way of that invitation.  
Bless this time for our use and your glory.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

APPROX. 
10 min 

or as long as  
needed
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     Focus Question

What gets in the way  
of inviting?
Leader:
Tonight’s/today’s focus is specifically: what gets in the way of passing  
along the invitation?

In session two we explored the idea that it is God who invites people into  
a relationship with him. We read the story of Jesus’ call of Philip and Nathanael. 
We discussed, that like Philip, we as the face and hands of Christ in the world, 
embody that spirit of invitation in who we are as a gathered community  
and how we extend it to all people.

Tonight/today, we’re going to explore what the challenges of inviting  
look like and how we might begin to address them. Let’s move to our  
scripture study to explore how that question is played out there.

     Scripture Study
Have someone in your group read aloud Acts 17:16–34

Athens
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that 
the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-
fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened 
to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. 
Some of them asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He 
seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the 
good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him 
to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new 
teaching is that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, 
and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the foreigners 
who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the 
latest ideas.) 22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People 
of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and 
looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: 
to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is 
what I am going to proclaim to you. 24 “The God who made the world and everything in 
it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 

APPROX. 
30 min
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25 And he is not served by human hands, as if 
he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives 
everyone life and breath and everything else. 
26 From one man he made all the nations, 
that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he marked out their appointed times in 
history and the boundaries of their lands. 
27 God did this so that they would seek him 
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, 
though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For 
in him we live and move and have our being.’ 
As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are 
his offspring.’ 29 Therefore since we are God’s 
offspring, we should not think that the divine 
being is like gold or silver or stone—an image 
made by human design and skill. 30 In the past 
God overlooked such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent. 
31 For he has set a day when he will judge  
the world with justice by the man he  

has appointed. He has given proof of this  
to everyone by raising him from the dead.”  
32 When they heard about the resurrection  
of the dead, some of them sneered, but others 
said, “We want to hear you again on this 
subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council.  
34 Some of the people became followers of  
Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, 
a member of the Areopagus, also a woman 
named Damaris, and a number of others. 

Some of them 
sneered, but others 
said, “We want  
to hear you again  
on this subject.”

Questions
1.  What was Paul’s reaction to the intellectually sophisticated city of Athens? Why?

2. Despite his own feelings, how did Paul connect with the Athenians?

3.  Looking back through the story, what was the range of reactions  
to Paul’s witness to Jesus from the citizens of Athens?

4. What was the result of his witness? Please note
that additional  
reference notes  
may be found in  
the appendices
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     Reflection

Going Deeper
Leader: Take a few minutes to think through the following quietly:
æ  What can Paul’s example in Athens teach us about talking  

about our faith today?

æ  How should we treat people with different cultures and beliefs?

æ  Could you share the Gospel with someone in a culturally relevant way?

æ  Do you fear the same kinds of reaction were you to share your faith beliefs?

The leader then invites one or two people to share something from their reflection.

APPROX. 
15 min
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      Rooting the Invitation

Invitation in Our Lives:
Have some members in the group read aloud the contemporary narratives below:

H
ELEN

A
M

Y

ED
M

U
N

D
YA

SS
INAmy worked with a lot of really  

great people: really great, nice, and  
not in a bland way, but really nice, 
kind, and ethical folks. They lived 
according to their own codes of ethics 
and seemed to be happy. She was also  
a nice person, living according to the  
Way of Jesus. She was very well aware 
that she was called as a Christian to 
share that faith. But she just couldn’t 
work out how to introduce that 
conversation to people who seemed 
to do very well without Jesus.

He’d often thought about it 
—even wanted to do it,  
but Yassin just didn’t feel 
quite brave enough to talk 
about his faith with his 
friends. For years he’d been 
living, while not exactly a 
secret Christian life, not 
exactly an openly Christian 
life either. He wished he could 
be more transparent with 
his friends and family but he 
feared their judgment.

Being a Christian was 
something Edmund had  
grown up with. His parents 
and grandparents had done 
the church thing forever. And 
he had grown up in church too 
and had loved youth group and 
Christian camp. But among 
his university friends, so few 
of them had any experience 
of that sort of thing. It was so 
hard to speak about faith to 
people whose life experience 
was so different from his.

Helen wanted to invite her  
friends to come to church, she 
really did. She spent so much time  
with them. They shared experiences  
of having small children, attending 
school events and sports teams 
together. But those programs were 
different. They had shiny facilities and 
were tightly organized and catered 
for the needs of the children. How 
could she invite her friends into the 
sometimes disorganized community  
of people gathered around Jesus?  
It was not what they were used to…

Questions
Do any of the experiences of Yassin, Amy, Edmund or Helen resonate with you?  
Why or why not?

APPROX. 
30 min
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Further Thoughts
Leader:
It seems that there may be several barriers to inviting people  
we know to explore Christian faith:

•  Perhaps we feel that our own faith/witness is insufficient:  
we feel inadequate to the task of communicating our faith.  
Will we have all the right answers to their questions?

•  Perhaps we feel reluctant to invite people to a church community that 
isn’t “perfect” with “perfect” godly people. We certainly are a mixed bag!

•  Perhaps we’ve temporarily forgotten that if God is already inviting  
people to know Him, God will make up for our inadequacies…

• Perhaps we fear rejection and awkwardness in our relationships.

•  Perhaps we think that offering an invitation isn’t our job 
—that it’s someone else’s job!

All of these things could be perceived as barriers. And it’s true that  
speaking to others about our faith can seem a somewhat difficult task.

Let’s examine them in turn:

It’s true that the ability to invite people to Christ rests on a couple of 
assumptions: first, that we ourselves believe what we are called to share; 
that we ourselves understand and have appropriated our own faith; that we 
ourselves have experienced the power of the presence of the living Christ 
in our own lives and know, like the disciple Philip that we need to pass our 
experience of Jesus on to others. But it’s not as neat and tidy as all that.  
In fact, the life of faith is characterized more by messiness than neatness.

Take the apostle Paul. Now, not everyone will have as dramatic a story  
as his, but certain parts of that story still have resonance for those of  
us whose paths have been a little tamer.

If you remember the old, old story, at first he appears in the scriptures  
as Saul (his name in Hebrew), who breathed “threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord” in the Book of Acts. Saul of Tarsus was a Zealot and 
a dangerous man to the Christians. He had set his face against the Jesus 
movement and was dedicated to eradicating it and the people who followed 
The Way of Christ. But then he had an experience that fundamentally 
reoriented him toward Jesus.

APPROX. 
30 min
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Despite his new life and identity,  
however, Paul (his name in Greek) never  
quite got over his previous life. He speaks 
movingly of his persecuting days in the  
letter to the Galatian church, saying,  
“I’m sure that you’ve heard the story of my  
earlier life when I lived in the Jewish way.  
In those days I went all out in persecuting  
God’s church. I was systematically destroying it.  
I was so enthusiastic about the traditions of my 
ancestors that I advanced head and shoulders 
above my peers in my career. Even then God 
had designs on me. Why, when I was still in my 
mother’s womb he chose and called me out of 
sheer generosity! Now he has intervened and 
revealed his Son to me so that I might joyfully  
tell non-Jews about him.” (Gal 1:13–16, 
The Message)

A couple of things are really evident in  
Paul’s story. First, God works through 
ordinary, flawed people like him—someone 
who had cruelly persecuted Christians. 
Second, that God, in his love and mercy, can 
redeem anyone to proclaim the Gospel. God’s 
love is so deep and wide and strong that even 
one so violently opposed to Christ could be 
turned and used as an instrument of his 
glory. How much more can he use us  
ordinary people?

And Paul was keenly aware of God’s gifts 
when he speaks movingly in the letter to 
the Ephesian church, “This is my life work: 
helping people understand and respond to this 
Message. It came as a sheer gift to me, a real 
surprise, God handling all the details. When it 
came to presenting the Message to people who 
had no background in God’s way, I was the least 
qualified of any of the available Christians. God 
saw to it that I was equipped, but you can be 
sure that it had nothing to do with my natural 
abilities.” (Eph 3:7–8, The Message)

The point here is that God loves us so much 
that he will not only go to extraordinary 
lengths to show us that and seek us in 
relationship, but that it is the desire of God’s 
heart that we then seek to offer others that 
gift of an encounter with the living Christ. 
God works through all of his children to  
gather us. The functional, the dysfunctional, 
the reasonable, the unreasonable, etc.,…  
The point is, if Paul can get past his 
insecurities and his history, so can we.

But perhaps our worries extend to the  
kind of community we’re inviting people to? 
That’s understandable. There isn’t a church in 
the world full of “perfect” people. Like Paul, 
we all come with our talents, our prejudices, 
our character quirks, our generosity of 
spirit, our meanness, in short, with all the 
characteristics that make us fully human. 
But that doesn’t get us off the hook. The 
truth is, when we begin to think about the 
idea of invitation from the point of view of 
those being invited, it may be that we have to 
change some things about our community in 
order to open it up to all. This leads us into a 
process of discernment in which we will have 

First, God works 
through ordinary, 
f lawed people  
like him 
Second, God can 
redeem anyone  
to proclaim 
the Gospel
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to ask some difficult questions such as: are we privileging our own comfort at the 
expense of fulfilling our commission to invite others into the Jesus community?

Churches aren’t perfect, but in our gathering we praise and worship God: God is 
present blessing us and encouraging us; the Spirit takes all that we have to offer 
—the good and the bad and the ugly and transforms it through the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. And that’s what makes a community of faith a gift worth offering.

     Reflection

What about us?
Leader: Take a few minutes to read through the following questions  
and to think about how you might respond:
1.  Have we made inviting people more difficult than it really is?  

Can it not be as simple as extending an invitation: “Come and see...?”

2.  Should someone decline an invitation, what’s the worst that can happen?  
It’s inevitable that some will decline it—as some walked away from Paul.  
Then we are free to offer it to someone else. As long as we’ve offered out  
of an authentic faith and in a respectful way, it’s never negative. And chances 
are, there will be a few, who although responding luke-warmly to the initial 
invitation, may well respond positively down the road. Remember,  
coming to faith is a process for the vast majority of people.

3.  What are some things we need to prayerfully consider changing  
about our communities in order to invite others with confidence?

Leader initiates discussion around the questions.
 
CLOSING PR AYER

APPROX. 
15 min
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The session begins with a time of greeting—perhaps with refreshments.  
When the group is ready, the leader proceeds with the opening prayers:

Opening Prayers
Leader:   Let’s pray for one another and for any  

specific requests you may have.

Leader:   Lord, when we stop to think about what you mean to us,  
how you have perhaps changed or been the mainstay in  
our lives, the depth of our thanks is profound. It also  
becomes the reason that we might share this faith 
in relationship with others. Bless this time to our  
use and to your glory. Amen.

Session 5

APPROX. 
10 min 

or as long as  
needed
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     Focus Question

What Does Inviting  
Look Like?
Leader reads the following:
Sharing God’s invitation for people to come to know Him and know  
His love for them is not done by following some recipe. We aren’t selling  
people something. We don’t need to cajole, threaten, trick of shame 
someone into something. Rather it involves sharing what we’ve found in 
the context of real relationships. It involves listening and respecting a fellow 
human being. But it also involves being aware of opportunities for sharing 
your story of faith and why it matters to you. And that takes a certain 
amount of vulnerability, and courage.

In this session we’ll be exploring what sharing God’s invitation  
can look like in our everyday lives. 

Maxine had always loved music, and at university she’d gone a couple of times  
with a friend to an evening gathering of students at a church next to the university.  
She really liked the music they were singing there! Now older, and living in another city,  
her husband’s aunt invited her to come to a new service starting at her church.  
They sang some of the same songs she’d heard back at the campus church.

Cindy had just landed a great job. Her dream job, in fact. So why, six months in,  
did she feel like there had to be something more? A friend sent her a link to a blog  
she’d been following. It got them talking about spiritual issues. Could people really  
be lucid, thinking people and believe this stuff? The blog talked about a course for  
exploring Christianity. It seemed like a good way to get her questions answered.

Andy’s son had told him about a weekly discussion group he’d been a part of at a local pub. 
The group met for eight Wednesday evenings, to talk about what faith looks like today.  
He told his dad he thought he’d really enjoy it too, if he could find the same sort of thing  
in his city. They started to look online.

Have several people in the group take turns reading aloud the following paragraphs:

APPROX. 
30 min
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Nick had been going to an evening course at the church but now he thought he’d try out 
Sunday. But when he got there he just walked up and down the sidewalk. What if he got in 
there and didn’t know what to do? Down the sidewalk though came Marjie, who was also in 
the evening course. She said hi and asked if she could sit with him. She said not to worry,  
she could show him the ropes of the service.

Chad and Martha’s 8 year old daughter Molly had been asking some questions  
about God. They thought they’d see if taking her to church could help answer her questions. 
They went online. After checking out several churches they found one that allowed them 
different options as parents, and seemed to genuinely welcome kids. They also had facilities 
for Zack, who was just 6 months old; a change table, a space in the church where she could 
feed him comfortably, and a quiet play area so they could keep him with them.

Sarah and Meagan were out for a coffee after a yoga class. Meagan told Sarah she’d got  
a call back from her breast screening appointment. She was worried. Sarah told her she  
was sure lots of women get call-backs, but that she’d definitely add it to her prayer list. 
She also offered to go with her to the call-back appointment. Meagan told her that  
would be great to have someone there with her.

Dan was worried about his son Henry. He knew he was spending a lot of time playing  
video games after school, but with a long commute Dan wasn’t sure how to change that.  
His neighbour told him about an after-school program that a church in the neighbourhood 
was running. When he went over to check it out he recognized another neighbour, whose son 
went to the same school as Henry. She answered all his questions about the program,  
and told him about their youth group too.

Zach was curious about the fact his colleague in IT, Sanjay, went to church. He wondered 
how to bring up the topic without offending him. Then one day during a coffee break Sanjay 
mentioned there was a family movie night happening at his church, and wondered if Zach 
and his family would like to come with them. Finally, the perfect opportunity to get the 
conversation started!

Ellen invited the new person at work, Julie, to have lunch with her. She was new in town  
and didn’t know too many people. Ellen told her about the discussion group from her church 
that meets weekly at her apartment. They were having a BBQ this weekend, and a couple of 
the group’s regulars had invited friends. Would she like to come along?
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     Reflection
Have someone read the following reflection while others read along:
Everyone who comes to faith, came because someone passed along God’s 
invitation. Sometimes it was a parent, uncle or grandmother. Sometimes a 
Sunday School teacher or youth leader. Sometimes it was a friend, neighbour,  
or colleague. Sometimes it was a the preacher who passed along the invitation.

There is no one way to share God’s invitation with people. It depends entirely  
on their situation. The great thing is that there are so many ways, both as 
individual Christians, and as communities of faith, to invite people to explore 
faith. A conversation over coffee, a small group meeting in a home, a course 
introducing Christian teaching and practices, a discussion in a pub, a social event 
in a church hall, an after-school program or summer kids’ camp, a community 
event in the neighbourhood, a family supper table. 

     Group Discussion
Who passed along the invitation to you? Was there one person, or many?

     Scripture Study

An Invitation Passed Along
Today we look at two different situations in which the invitation  
to explore faith is passed along.

Have someone read aloud John 1:35–42

John’s Disciples Follow Jesus
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw  
Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 37 When the two disciples heard 
him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and 
asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are 
you staying?” 39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw where he 
was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.  
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said 
and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother 
Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he 
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John.  
You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter). 

(JOHN 1:35–42, NIV)

APPROX. 
15 min

APPROX. 
30 min
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1.  How did the calling of Andrew and Simon (Peter) happen?  
Have someone in the group re-tell the story in their own words.

2.  Was there any sense of coercion, threat or trickery involved?  
What feelings are being expressed?

Have someone read aloud Acts 8:26–40

Philip and the Ethiopian
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert 
road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his 
way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury 
of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading  
the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay  
near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 
prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,”  
he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up  
and sit with him. 32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
  and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
  so he did not open his mouth. 
 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
Who can speak of his descendants? 
 For his life was taken from the earth.”
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about,  
himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture  
and told him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, they came 
to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of 
my being baptized?” [37]  38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 
the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did 
not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus 
and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

(ACTS 8: 26–40, NIV)
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Questions
1. Why was Philip at that specific place?

2. Before Philip spoke, what did he do?

3. When he spoke what question was he addressing?

4. What knowledge did Philip need in order to address the question asked?

Please note
that additional  
reference notes  
may be found in  
the appendices
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     Reflection

Going Deeper
æ  Imagine a scenario in which someone asked you this question, while you 

were having coffee with them. “So you really believe this stuff? Why?”  
Now take a few minutes to think about how you’d respond. (Don’t worry 
too much about having ‘the right’ answer … just speak from the heart.)

æ  Share briefly with you group the scenario you imagined.

æ   Who are the children, the teens, the neighbours, the colleagues, the friends, 
the family members, who might just be waiting to have an invitation to: 
• A discussion over coffee 
• A discussion group exploring Christianity 
• A summer kids day-camp or youth program 
• An after-school club 
• A Christmas Carol service 
• An evening of carol singing through the neighbourhood 
• A parenting course 
• A ‘blue Christmas’ service for someone who has lost a loved one 
• A breakfast book club

 
CLOSING PR AYER

APPROX. 
15 min
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The session begins with a time of greeting—perhaps with refreshments.  
When the group is ready, the leader proceeds with the opening prayers:

Opening Prayers
Leader:   Let’s pray for one another and for any  

specific requests you may have.

Leader:  God of Grace and Love, thank you for opening our eyes to 
the places where you’re at work. Thank you for showing up in 
unexpected quarters, working through unexpected people and 
accomplishing unexpected things. Father, we pray tonight/today 
for a spirit of honesty: honesty about the insecurities or resistance 
and perhaps fears that keep us from sharing your love with others.

  We pray that you would breathe your Spirit of peace on us  
as we bring our concerns to each other. We pray that you  
would give us confidence in sharing the gift of your love.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Session 6

APPROX. 
10 min 

or as long as  
needed
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     Focus Question:

What are the Risks  
and Rewards of Invitation?
Leader reads:
Tonight’s/today’s focus is specifically dealing with the question:  
What might be the risks and rewards of invitation?

In our previous sessions we have explored why we invite, whose invitation it is, 
and who might be invited. We also thought about what that inviting might look 
like, and what might get in the way of issuing that invitation. Now we arrive  
at an assessment of the risks and the rewards involved.

Let’s move to our scripture study to explore two stories that illustrate  
how God’s Spirit works through us to reach others:

     Scripture Study
Have one or two members of the group read Acts 10:1–36.

Peter’s Vision
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known  
as the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave 
generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at about three in 
the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him 
and said, “Cornelius!” 4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked. 
The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial 
offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon  
who is called Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea.”  
7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his servants and 
a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them everything that had 
happened and sent them to Joppa. 9 About noon the following day as they were on 
their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became 
hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell 
into a trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down 
to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well 
as reptiles and birds. 13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” 14 “Surely 
not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.” 15 The voice 
spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 

APPROX. 
30 min
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16 This happened three times, and immediately 
the sheet was taken back to heaven. 17 While 
Peter was wondering about the meaning of the 
vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out 
where Simon’s house was and stopped at the 
gate. 18 They called out, asking if Simon who  
was known as Peter was staying there.  
19 While Peter was still thinking about the 
vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three 
men are looking for you. 20 So get up and go 
downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, 
for I have sent them.” 21 Peter went down and 
said to the men, “I’m the one you’re looking 
for. Why have you come?” 22 The men replied, 
“We have come from Cornelius the centurion. 
He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is 
respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel 
told him to ask you to come to his house so that 
he could hear what you have to say.” 23 Then 
Peter invited the men into the house to  
be his guests.

The next day Peter started out with them,  
and some of the believers from Joppa went 
along. 24 The following day he arrived in 
Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and 
had called together his relatives and close 
friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius 
met him and fell at his feet in reverence.  
26 But Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he 
said, “I am only a man myself.” 27 While talking 
with him, Peter went inside and found a large 
gathering of people. 28 He said to them: “You are 
well aware that it is against our law for a Jew 
to associate with or visit a Gentile. But God has 
shown me that I should not call anyone impure 
or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came 
without raising any objection. May I ask why 

you sent for me?” 30 Cornelius answered:  
“Three days ago I was in my house praying at 
this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly  
a man in shining clothes stood before me  
31 and said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your 
prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor.  
32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is called 
Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the 
tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you 
immediately, and it was good of you to come. 
Now we are all here in the presence of God to 
listen to everything the Lord has commanded 
you to tell us.” 34 Then Peter began to speak:  
“I now realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation 
the one who fears him and does what is right. 
36 You know the message God sent to the people 
of Israel, announcing the good news of peace 
through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.

(ACTS 10:1–36, NIV)

God does not  
show favoritism  
but accepts from 
every nation the  
one who fears  
Him and does  
what is right.
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Leader then reads:
This overturning of the kosher laws was momentous for Peter. It’s hard  
for us to wrap our heads around the religious revolution this was, but it was 
huge. It was a significant sacrifice for the Jewish Christians made in love for 
the spreading of the Gospel. In this story, we are witnessing Peter’s “Eureka!” 
moment when he put it all together and realized where God is leading him.

God is way out in front of us—bringing people together, bringing nations 
together, breaking down barriers of custom, tradition, and race so that we  
might all understand the fullness of the love and peace that he offers.

But we in turn, have laid upon us the obligation to listen for God’s good  
word, and to respond to it. When both God’s will and our response are present,  
the Spirit leads us into places and relationships we never thought possible.

Questions
1. What were the potential risks for Peter and Cornelius of following God’s will?

2. Similarly, what were the joys and rewards?

3.  Are there any ways in which you feel God is prompting you to change  
in order to share the good news of Jesus in ways that stretch you?
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Have another member of the group read the second passage, Acts 16:1–15

A Dream Gave Paul His Map
Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy  
lived, whose mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. 
 2 The believers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him 
along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that 

area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 
4 As they traveled from town to town, they delivered 
the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in 
Jerusalem for the people to obey. 5 So the churches were 
strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers. 
6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the 
region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the 
Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province 
of Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they 
tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would 
not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went 
down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of 
a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come 
over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen 
the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel 
to them. 11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed 
straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went  
on to Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi,  
a Roman colony and the leading city of that district  

of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 13 On the Sabbath we went outside 
the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and 
began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was  
a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was 
a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message.  
15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us  
to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and 
stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.

(ACTS 16:1–15, NIV)

    During the 
night Paul  
had a vision  
of a man of 
Macedonia 
standing and 
begging him,

“ Come over to 
Macedonia  
and help us.”

APPROX. 
30 min
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Questions
1.  Looking back through the passage, identify where Paul and Silas’  

plans changed.

2. How/why did they change?

3. What happens in Lydia’s life as a result of this hearing of the Gospel?

     Reflection

Going Deeper
Leader: Take a few minutes to think through the following quietly:
æ  What are the most important points in this story?

æ  Are there any principles of invitation that we can take away from it?

The Leader then invites one or two people to share something from their reflection.

APPROX. 
15 min

Please note
that additional  
reference notes  
may be found in  
the appendices
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     Rooting the Invitation

Invitation in Our Lives
Have different group members read the contemporary narratives aloud:

Questions
1. Do any of these experiences resonate with you? Why or why not?

PA
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ISPaul’s parents had drifted in and 

out of church from time to time in 
his upbringing. Most often though 
especially when in his teens, they’d 
opted for the “church of the holy 
comforter” on Sunday mornings. 
He hadn’t had a bad experience, 
just a lukewarm one and he wasn’t 
entirely sure what he believed now. 
But now, living in the city on his 
own, he missed the memory of the 
warmth of the community of church 
and really wished that someone 
would reach out to him—just invite 
him sometime. He was lonely.

Chris had always been what 
you might call an atheist-
leaning-agnostic with no 
particular need for God. 
That is, until his partner died. 
Dealing with that kind of 
loss suddenly changed things. 
Coping with the loneliness, 
the seeming randomness of 
his partner’s death was hard. 
Chris began to wonder again 
about Jesus and whether he 
might find some peace  
around his grief in the  
Jesus community…

Lately Mag was finding  
life hard. Between health 
concerns and resulting 
unemployment, much of the 
joy had gone out of her life. 
What she craved was a place 
to go and get out of herself; to 
do something for someone else. 
She needed to belong. But she 
wasn’t sure that she believed 
in God—not just yet…

Sarah had grown up in a faith  
culture other than Christianity.  
She’d stumbled across Jesus at 
university through a campus mission 
and had committed her life to Christ at 
that time. But even though her belief 
was the joy and foundation of her life, 
it was also difficult to share it in her 
context. She just needed some help 
expressing things in ways that  
made sense to non-Christians…

APPROX. 
30 min
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Further Thoughts
Leader reads:
The reality is, invitation from a believer to a non-believer is by faith  
ultimately. We all acknowledge that we will never have all the answers  
perfectly sorted through. We will always need the Lord to work through us.  
We will always have to rely on our faith in God. Our mustard seeds of faith  
will have to be enough and we pray that God will supply all the rest.

Here’s a list of some identified risks and rewards of sharing our faith:

RISKS:
•  Fear of relationships being 

strained or even broken

•  Fear of revealing ourselves  
as Christians

•  Fear of vulnerability in a secular 
world in which we might be seen 
as “religious” or intellectually 
suspect/feeble minded/ 
prejudiced/superstitious

•  Discomfort with setting  
ourselves apart

•  Fearing a change in others,  
or in ourselves as a result  
of this revelation

•  Discomfort with stepping  
outside our own comfort zones

•  Breaking a social taboo  
that church/religion is  
not talked about

REWARDS:
•  Sharing the gift of faith  

and Christian community;  
things that have enriched us

•  Renewal of, or creation of new 
relationships on deeper levels

•  A strengthening of our own  
faith and confidence in our 
identity as Christians

•  A sense of helping to build  
the people of God; people who 
honour Him with their lives

•  A sense of fulfilling the  
baptismal promise “to proclaim  
by word and example the good 
news of God in Christ”

•  A sense of bravery  
and risk-taking

•  And perhaps best of all …  
the joy of seeing someone’s 
faith grow!
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When considering these things, it’s important that this be an honest assessment 
of the risks attached to making this invitation into a relationship with Christ.

So take a few minutes to quietly consider the following:
æ  Do those lists of risks and rewards resonate with you?

æ   What’s missing from the list?

æ What might you take away from this list?

Leader:
You’ve probably noticed by now that every risk in this list mirrors a reward  
and vice versa. The net result is usually that the risk equals the reward and to  
be honest, the reward really outweighs the risk in the end.

There’s no doubt however, that sharing our faith is 
a risk. But it’s a specific kind of risk: a social risk. 
Over and again as we read in the accounts of the 
missionary activity of the apostles, we see how 
they, for Christ’s sake, risked rejection, indifference, 
lukewarm attitudes, danger, imprisonment and death 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. By the grace of God, we 
do not face imprisonment and death for sharing our 
faith as other Christians increasingly do in our world. 
But we can face the other reactions.

However, we also read stories of radical forgiveness 
and invitations given and received and generosity, 
and love, and self-offering.

From the stories of Jesus’ healings signaling the coming of the kingdom, to 
the sending of the 72 out to bring the kingdom to the people, to one on one 

Sharing our  
faith is a risk.
But it’s a  
specific kind  
of risk:  
a social risk.
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encounters of loving relationship 
such as the encounter of Philip and 
Ethiopian Eunuch to Paul and Silas’ 
feats of ‘derring-do’ in the Book of 
Acts, we are aware of the manifold 
ways that an invitation to be one 
with God takes.

And as Christians, we believe that 
the same God that has come to us in 
Christ Jesus, to show us what God’s 
love looks and feels like, is also the 
same God that bids us share that 
love with others.

God first does the inviting—invites 
us into a loving relationship and then 
we literally pass it on. But even in 
the passing on, God works through 
us as a community of believers. It’s 
not something we do on, or of our 
own. We give because it has been 
given to us. We offer because it has 
been offered to us. Christianity is 
the only world religion that has this 
imperative at its heart. Go and offer 
the love of God to everyone you 
meet: make disciples of all nations.

But Jesus also doesn’t soft-pedal the 
risks of doing so. What are we to do 
with this? We who are so socially 
risk averse? We who have been 

conditioned not to share faith lest  
it offends, or oppresses? We who  
are bravely soft-hearted in this  
often hard world?

How are we to make an account  
of the faith that is in ways that  
are kind and clear?

The truth is, it may involve some  
of the risks we’ve discussed.

But here’s the thing: it’s still not  
up to us. We are joining in the work 
of the Spirit of God. And we do so 
as a community.

But Jesus also 
doesn’t soft-pedal 
the risks of doing so. 
What are we to do 
with this? We who 
are so socially  
risk averse? 

CLOSING PR AYER
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Appendices

     A summary of the Introduction:

Core assumptions of this study program, Invited:
•   Meant to inspire and equip Christians to share their faith

•   We offer a love that we ourselves have been given and have experienced

•    Is focused on the community of faith

•  Is grounded in authentic relationship

•    Invitation is an attitude of the heart and mind

•     Invitation is grounded in the Christian story

•  Is a resource based on an adult learning model that includes discussion

The six sessions:
1. Why invite?

2. Whose invitation is it anyway?

3. So who is invited?

4. What gets in the way of us inviting?

5. What does inviting look like today?

6. What are the risks and rewards of inviting?

What are we inviting people to?
æ   To learn and join the way of Jesus Christ

æ   A generous, loving people, committed to the good news  
of Jesus Christ that transforms lives
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     Session 2
Leader’s reference notes—if the following points aren’t raised  
in the group discussion please feel free to share these.

From the Scripture Study Questions  
starting on page 13:
1.  Who does the inviting in this story? 
  In the first instance, God, in Christ with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

In the second, Philip, the one who has had an experience of a relationship  
with Jesus and who wanted to pass on that experience.

2.  How would you describe the way that Jesus and Philip invite? 
 We can describe their invitations as propositional: come and see: follow me.  
Relaxed: Jesus’ embodiment of the Gospel is winsome, attractive, he piqued 
their interest. He did not immediately teach them in an academic way,  
he demonstrated, enfleshed the Gospel in himself. He left in them in no  
doubt as to who he was—“You are the Son of God!” Nathanael says. 
Philip too affirms that he is the fulfillment of all the prophecies.

3.  What does Jesus invite Philip and then Nathanael  
to do? What does Philip invite Nathanael to do? 
 They both ask him to follow Jesus in the company of others: to see 
—to explore together, to learn, to witness together, to experience,  
to hear his message.

4.  Who are the disciples? 
Ordinary people: they were already seekers after truth—they were  
John’s disciples first, but they were looking for one greater than John 
—the one to whom John pointed: the ultimate truth. They were fishermen.  
They were skeptics and perhaps the prejudiced (Can anything good come  
from Nazareth?) but Jesus welcomes their honesty (a man in whom there  
is no deceit); and he welcomes their ordinariness and gathers them  
round him in a learning and worshipping community.
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     Session 3
Leader’s reference notes—if the following points aren’t raised  
in the group discussion please feel free to share these.

From the Scripture Study Questions  
starting on page 22:
1.  Who was Simon? What do we know about him  

from the story? What was his role that evening?  
What was his approach to Jesus? 
Simon, as a Pharisee, was in some ways was the ultimate ‘religious  
insider’, the ultimate church-goer, since the Pharisees believed in  
a strict adherence to the religious laws and customs. He was someone 
who knew the religious culture and how to operate within it. He was in 
a position of power as the host of the dinner party. He was a watcher  
and critiquer of Jesus’ discernment, judgment, and deportment.

2.  Describe in your own words what she actually  
did in her interaction with Jesus. Does the story  
tell us why she acted this way? 
The woman, with her unsavory past and her demonstrative behaviour,  
was the ultimate ‘outsider’. As an intruder to the dinner party, and having  
her past already known, she was coming from a place of vulnerability. 
She was clearly touched emotionally and spiritually by Jesus, and  
offered him audacious generosity and devotion.

  This story turns out to be a lesson for Simon about the transformation 
that forgiveness can bring. The woman had learned of God’s lavish forgiveness  
of her, and as a result she was filled with a lavish love, expressed through her 
anointing of Jesus. This lesson itself shows that Jesus was also interested in 
bringing transformation into Simon’s life. Forgiveness is the great equalizer.  
Once people fully grasp their own need for it, and the lavish way God offers it, 
they can’t help but be thankful.

  Isn’t it interesting though that this story tells of transformation  
of someone previously an ‘outsider’, and that transformation is used 
as a lesson for an ‘insider’. In short, God invites everyone.
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     Session 4
Leader’s reference notes—if the following points aren’t raised  
in the group discussion please feel free to share these.

From the Scripture Study Questions 
starting on page 25:
1.  What was Paul’s reaction to the intellectually  

sophisticated city of Athens? Why? 
Frustration, anger. He felt that for a people who obviously took 
religion seriously, they had not chosen serious religion. They had 
missed God almost entirely—except for that blind groping toward 
the altar of an unknown God.

2.  Despite his own feelings, how did Paul connect 
with the Athenians? 
By embracing what God was already doing in their culture. A space  
had been prepared for Paul to speak into with the establishment of the 
altar to an unknown God. Paul examined his context and spoke into the 
Athenian’s own culture, using their language and their customs to  
explain Christ and make an invitation into a relationship with God.

3.  Looking back through the story, what was the  
range of reactions to Paul’s witness to Jesus from  
the citizens of Athens? 
Sarcasm, dismissal, an underestimation of his intelligence, interest,  
amazement, a fascination with anything new, derision, incredulity,  
intrigue, acceptance and conversion.

4.  What was the result of his witness? 
Many drifted away, but a named and significant few believed  
then and there. All it takes is a few…
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     Session 5
Leader’s reference notes—if the following points aren’t raised 
in the group discussion please feel free to share these.

From the Scripture Study Questions  
starting on page 36:
The God we believe in and follow as Christians is the Triune God, who dwells 
in the deepest form of relationship. Perfect unity between and in particular  
members. God reaches out from this deep communion to draw others in to Himself, 
as the very source of love. He reaches out within relationship, as a loving parent, 
and He loves us with an undying love. This same reaching out, out of authentic deep 
relationship is what invitation is all about. We reach out to family, friends, even 
strangers sometimes …. In everyday settings and out of natural conversations.

This is the calling of the church: to first hear the gospel and then to share it.  
We do this by listening and watching for the needs, the questions, the points  
of contact; both as individuals and as communities of faith.

One of the best definitions for sharing the good news of God remains  
‘one beggar showing another beggar where to find bread’.
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     Session 6
Leader’s reference notes—if the following points aren’t raised  
in the group discussion please feel free to share these

From the Scripture Study Questions  
starting on page 43:
2.  How/why did they change? 

The opportunity for Paul to present the Gospel to Lydia would not have 
happened had he not had the other roadblocks. If there was ever a passage 
which taught us that God is the one who invites us to himself, this is it.

3.  What happens in Lydia’s life as a result  
of this hearing of the Gospel?  
She listened, she was given a trusting heart, she and her whole  
household given baptism—she offers hospitality and eventually 
hosts a house church. She picks up her own apostolic calling—joining  
in God’s action in the world. There’s no evidence that Lydia had any 
theological training—no special education. Not a religious professional 
in any way. She was open and intentional to hearing the Gospel 
—but she was a businesswoman.







Exploring Genuine 
Christian Invitation
Invited is a written resource intended to be 
used by groups and communities to help foster 
conversation about and exploration into the 
breadth and length and depth of invitation.  
We begin with the conviction that invitation 
is at the very heart of the Gospel—that Jesus 
invites each one of us to come and follow him, 
and being an invitational people is at the  
very core of our identity as Christians.
Within these pages, you’ll find six sessions 
addressing topics like ‘why invite?’ and ‘whose 
invitation is it?’ through guided discussion, 
prayer, and scripture study.
The material is flexible, engaging, and written 
in language you’ll actually understand.
Invited is also a series of short films that 
seek to explore what it means to engage in 
genuine, Christian invitation. You can find all 
six episodes at www.spiritofinvitation.com— 
they’re free to view and download, and don’t 
miss the liner notes that go with each episode.

We hope you’ll join the conversation.

invited 


